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Simply Living the Gospel

Jesus Died, So We May Truly Live
John 19: 28-30

28 Later, knowing that everything had now been
finished, and so that Scripture would be fulfilled, Jesus said, “I am
thirsty.” 29 A jar of wine vinegar was there, so they soaked a sponge in it,
put the sponge on a stalk of the hyssop plant, and lifted it to Jesus’
lips. 30 When he had received the drink, Jesus said, “It is finished.” With that,
he bowed his head and gave up his spirit.

As we approach Good Friday, let us remember this loving sacrifice. Let us
remember this calling on our life to follow Jesus’ example modeled in love,
for each of us. By his wounds we have been healed. We are no longer
chained to the sin that bound us; we are free to live in the Son. We are free to
live life in abundance as God desires for each of us as His children. Let our
lives be a living sacrifice that honors our Lord and Savior.
1 Peter 2: 21-25 (NIV)
21 To

this you were called, because Christ suffered for you, leaving you an
example, that you should follow in his steps. 23 When they hurled their
insults at him, he did not retaliate; when he suffered, he made no
threats. Instead, he entrusted himself to Him who judges justly. 24 “He himself bore our sins” in his body on the cross, so that we might die to sins and
live for righteousness; “by his wounds you have been healed.” 25 For “you
were like sheep going astray,” but now you have returned to the
Shepherd and Overseer of your souls.
Let us joyfully and faithfully follow in our Savior’s footsteps all the days of
our life, that his death might not be in vain. Let us die to sin and choose to
live righteous lives that bring glory to the King of All Kings!

John 19:30
Jesus said,
“It is
finished.” With
that, he bowed his
head and gave up
his spirit.
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Fusion Fire 2018-Burning Hearts!
Luke 24:32 (NIV) They asked each other, "Were not our hearts
burning within us while he talked with us on the road and
opened the Scriptures to us?"

This year’s focus was all about keeping the fire in our hearts
burning to follow and know Christ as our Lord and Savior.
Victory Church was our host in Waupaca and they did a tremendous job
putting together this weekend event! The worship was awesome, the
messages inspiring and the connections with other youth, well that is
what makes it one of their favorite weekends all year!
I am so very proud of our youth and their desire to grow in the Lord. They
always represent our church and community in a positive light. I know
God has great plans in store for our youth and a future filled with great
purpose! We thank you for your ongoing support with our fundraisers to
help send youth to these weekends and camp; as well as your ongoing
support and prayers as they learn to walk by faith. May they each keep
their fire burning bright and be a light for all to see Christ in them!
A special thank you to Gaylene Richardson and Sara and JD Dawson for
being our amazing chaperones this year! We couldn’t do events like this
without the willingness of super, awesome people like YOU to give of
your time! You were a blast and we thank you for serving!
God is worthy of all our praise and complete devotion to Him and to Him
alone! He is Good in every circumstance!
Love,
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Have You Looked at
Our Back Gathering
Room Lately?
Wow! We are undergoing a
complete transformation in
our back gathering area, and
we’re so excited!
It will be an entirely different
space in the very near future!
One that is much more
inviting and useful.
We are so thankful for the
generous contributions and
servant hearts to make this
possible!
Thank YOU:
•

•

To Doug and Laurie
Muench for purchasing
the paint, and for Doug
doing a beautiful job
painting the entire back
area.
To Peggy and John Moll
and Missy and Joe Arndt,
for purchasing our comfy
and classy new accent
chairs.

•

To Bob Breneman for
handcrafting our
beautiful new coffee
table.

•

To Skyler and Joey
Hawley for tearing out
the old carpet and tiles,
and removing the room
divider.

•

To the congregation for
supporting the purchase
of new carpet in this
space.

•

To our decorating
committee who will put
the finishing touches on
bringing this space
together.
It is because of so many
generous hearts and hands
these projects are possible.

Mission Sunday Impact
Mark 16:15 He said to them, "Go into all the world and
preach the gospel to all creation.
The first Sunday every month will have a mission focus included where
we will highlight different needs locally and globally. Having a mission
focus each month has tremendously increased our giving towards
missions, which is what we are called to do. The Gospel is missional. We
are to GO and preach the Gospel to all the nations. If we can’t physically
go to all nations, then we generously support those God sends to be the
hands and feet. We thank you for your generous giving and support of the
missions we as a church feel led to support. Our prayer is that each year
God will increase our ability to offer greater missional support, as we
continue to faithfully give to those in need.
In January, we chose to highlight our 2018 service team to Constanza, Dominican Republic. This year we have a team of 9 going, with 5 of them being youth!
We received $575 that Sunday towards this mission! We also raised $773 from
our fiesta fundraiser. We thank you for your support and generosity!
In February, we brought in a representative from River Haven Shelter who offers
two shelters in Columbia county: one for men and one for women and families.
They also help people find job placement, seek mental health services, and find
housing. We received $234 to offer to River Haven and some household items to
donate. Thank you again for your support!
As we faithfully give, God will bless our efforts to help build His Kingdom!

Coming EventsSaturday March 10th –Men’s breakfast and fellowship, 7 am at church.
Saturday, March 17th– Ladies fellowship and clean-up to prep for Dear Daughter
Conference. 8 am at church. Coffee provided.
Monday March 19th-Ladies prayer and fellowship. 9 am at church.
Saturday, March 24th –Third Annual Dear Daughter of Mine Conference. 9 am-2 pm
at church. Open to all ladies ages 10 on up. No fee for our members. Please let
Michelle Wilson know if you are attending and invite other ladies you know!
Friday, March 30th– Good Friday Service. 6 pm. Join us as we remember the great
sacrifice Jesus made for us so we could be free from the penalty of sin.
Saturday, March 31st– Community Egg Hunt. 9:45 am-12 pm Rio Firemen’s Park.
(Rio High School if rain.) 8000 eggs! Door prizes, bikes-one given for each age group
with a golden ticket, free books, games and activities! Tell your friends!

Focus on the Eternal - Join a Small Group and Grow

Get plugged in. Join a small group and grow deeper in your faith.
Monday’s: Adult 6:30 pm studying “Unshakable Trust” at church
Wednesday’s: Youth 6:00 pm, Adults 7:00 pm at church-”The Divided Kingdom”

Hebrews 10: 24-25 24 And let us consider how we may spur one another
on toward love and good deeds, 25 not giving up meeting together, as some
are in the habit of doing, but encouraging one another...
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Chat With
Pastor Karrie
Let’s get to know each
other better! I would love
to meet with you and
encourage you. Please
know I am always here to
pray with you and lift you
up. You are ALWAYS
welcome to contact me
day or night.
Email: pastor@
livinggospelchurchrio.org
Or via cell phone:
608 566-3936

May Jesus Cover
You in His Peace
That Surpasses All
Understanding.
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