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Stand Firm in Your Faith.
This scripture reference is given through the prophet Isaiah to encourage King
Ahaz who was leading Judah, and remind him where his victory really came
from. Ahaz refused to join in an alliance with the kings of Israel and Aram who
were plotting against Assyria. This led Israel and Aram to turn their sights to
overtaking Judah as well. On their own, Judah would never be able to fight off
the joined forces against them. The prophet Isaiah was called to encourage Ahaz to continue to stand firm in his faith and believe God
would deal with both nations in His own way and in His own timing.
In fact, Isaiah gave Ahaz a timeframe as to when Ephraim (part of northern
Israel), would be too shattered to be a people, which was 65 years. (verse 8).
King Ahaz had a choice to make-he could go by sight which was looking pretty
dismal for him and his people; or he could go by faith and what he believed to
be true about the God he served. If he chose to stand firm in his faith, God
would watch over his people and bring the faithful remnant home, in His
perfect timing and in His perfect way.
Imagine being King Ahaz and knowing two different nations were marching in
to take you down-one who had been your brother before Israel divided.
Imagine what he was feeling and the pressure he faced as Judah’s leader. The
future for Judah did not look good. Isaiah made it clear that he should continue
to stand firm in his faith, or he would not stand at all. This meant if he chose to
forego trusting in and following God’s ways, he would not survive the blows
that were sure to come. But...if he did stand firm in his faith, God would
ensure the faithful remnant survived. His decision involved much more than
his own life; it affected an entire nation.
We all have moments like this when we are faced with a choice-do
we bail on everything we know and believe in when our back is up against the
wall, or do we stand firm in our faith and know it’s only by God’s strength
and power that we remain standing? Stand firm in what you know to be
true-especially when you can’t see. Let others see you standing.

Isaiah 7:9

If you do not
stand firm in your
faith,
you will not
stand at all.
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Joan Theel

August 1

Cindy Waterworth

August 13

Gary Waterworth

August 14

Bob Benisch

August 14

Kacy Falk

August 26

Wedding
Anniversaries
Serving With Divine Passion
John 13:15 “I have set you an example that you should do
as I have done for you.”
Jesus-King of All Kings, Mighty God, Prince of Peace, Wise Counselor and
Everlasting Father came to serve others, not to be served. He came to show
us how to humbly and selflessly love one another. In this scripture reference
Jesus humbled himself to wash his disciples’ feet, which was a duty usually left
to the least important or the servant of the group. The disciples were in disbelief
and Peter at first said he wouldn’t allow Jesus to do that for him. Jesus was so
bold as to say to Peter, “if you do not let me wash your feet, then you have no
part of me.” Jesus came to teach us to always be seeking opportunity to serve
one another; not ourselves. We were in fact saved from certain death, so
that we can serve in the kingdom of God—so that we can serve one
another.
God has placed within each of us a divine passion to serve Him and others in a
very specific way. Have you discovered what it is yet? A few ways to discover
your passion is to think about what you can’t turn away from-what compels you
to act and do something? What frustrates you that you want to make better?
What brings you great joy when you’re doing it? Where do you receive the
greatest amounts of compliments from others? These are all ways to help you
discover the passion God has placed within you.
The next question becomes-how are you serving in that passion? How are you
making the Church stronger today? How are you reaching the lost in our
community? How are you loving your neighbor to the glory of God? What more
is God calling you to do? Check in with Him and He will show you.
We are called to do as Jesus has done for us-which is to willingly, and joyfully
serve to our greatest calling in Christ. Let us each seek to combine our passion
with action. Let us love the world by serving one another!
Every level of service matters in the kingdom of God!

Ann and Dan Jennings

August 1

Karen and Bob Breneman

August 12

Marlene and Bob Dreifke

August 14

Please let Pastor Karrie know if we
missed your special days so we can add it
to our database. Thank you!

Church
Fundraiser
Sat. August 25th
Living Gospel will be
hosting a Vendor Event
including direct sales
vendors, crafters, and flea
market vendors in
conjunction with the Rio
Street Dance on August
25, 2018 from 9am until
3pm. Currently there are
more than 25 vendors
signed up for the event. The
vendors are charged a
nominal fee for their booth
space, and those fees will be
put towards our church
maintenance fund. We
have several items that will
need updating in the future
we are planning for. If you
would like a space for this
event or know of anyone
that would like one, please
have them reach out to
Marlene Dreifke at marlenesbling@hotmail.com
or Dawn Keepes at
dkeepes@gmail.com or
608-697-6772.
Additionally, there will be a
bake sale booth set up at
the event. We are seeking
donations of baked goods
for the booth. The proceeds
from the booth will be used
toward supporting the
Constanza, DR Mission
Team for 2019. Anyone
wishing to help with the
event including: set up,
support during the event, or
take down and clean up,
please let Marlene or Dawn
know. Please help us spread
the word for this event!

Barbie and Tim Kusserow Ministry Updates
Let Us Continue to Pray Over This Ministry in Africa.
If you recall Barbie and Tim came to speak to our church this past year as they
began their year long return to the states from their assignment in Africa. They
had a very full year in catching up with family and traveling all around the country
to bring updates and encouragement to the churches and organizations who
have been investing in their ministry efforts. Their year came to an end and they
have recently returned to Africa to continue their next 4 year assignment.
Tim and Barbie serve through an organization called SIM based out of North
Carolina. If you don’t know, this is a second generation ministry that began with
Barbie’s parents who faithfully served for fifty years!
Why do we support this ministry? Well the very cool reason our church
became involved initially is Barbie’s family is related to Bob Breneman’s family!
So we have a direct connection to this important ministry!
What exactly do they do? Tim and Barbie, along with Barbie’s parents to begin
with, have had the call to help translate the Bible into native African languages so
that these nations may come to know the salvation of Jesus Christ! They also put
forth great efforts to help support church plants in the areas they serve.
This is no simple task as there are many dialects in these remote villages and
they have been faced with dangerous conditions at times, causing them to move
operations to safer areas. They are currently working with the “Makori” people
and making great strides in translating the Bible and building up local leaders.
Barbie and Tim are faithful servants to furthering the kingdom of God. May we
continue to faithfully support them through prayer and financial contribution, all to
the glory of God! This is how we reach the world for Christ! Matthew 28:19-20
“Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have
commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.”

Coming Events

Chat With
Pastor Karrie

Saturday Aug 11th- Men’s breakfast and fellowship, 7 am church
Monday Aug 20th- Ladies prayer group. 9 am at church
Saturday, Aug 25th– Church Fundraiser. Vendor Event-direct sales, crafts, flea
market items 9 am-3 pm.
Saturday Sept 8th– Ladies breakfast and fellowship at Karen Breneman’s home 8 am

Focus on the Eternal - Share Life and Connect in a Small Group!
Mondays: Adult 6:30 pm studying “Unshakable Trust” at church (On a break through
summer –resuming in fall)
Wednesdays: 11 am and 7 pm– Focus on the Eternal. Youth Group 6:00 pm

Acts 2:42 They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to
fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer.”

I so enjoy my one on one
conversations with you
all! I treasure our time
together. You minister to
me as much as I minister
to you when we connect
and pray together. you
up. You are ALWAYS
welcome to contact me
day or night.
Email: pastor@
livinggospelchurchrio.org
Or via cell phone:
608 566-3936

May God Bless You
and Make His Face
Shine Upon You.
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