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Simply Living the Gospel

There is Freedom in the Lord
During this month we celebrate in honor of our country’s day of independence,
let us pause and give thanks to our God who has watched over this country
since it’s inception. Let us remember this country was formed to be united in
it’s purpose to follow and serve our living God. It is founded on Godly
principles to love one another and look out for the good of all people. Over the
years our definition of freedom has become widely varied, all too often to serve
self interests. We must remember putting self above others is not from God,
nor is it among the values our founding fathers held when America –the land
of the free– was formed. Let us as Christians and Americans truly live our lives
as “one nation under God, indivisible, with liberty and justice for
all.”
We do this by first living as followers of Christ and seeking the kingdom of God
and His righteousness. (Matt 6:33) We do this by loving God with all our
heart, mind, soul and strength, and then loving our neighbors as our ourselves.
When we set aside our personal agendas and truly seek the heart and will of
our Father, we will always act for the good of all in our country.
Jesus came to break the chains of the oppressed. He came to bring hope to the
hopeless. Jesus came to set the captives free! He is a chain breaker, pain
taker, way maker, and He shines His eternal light into every corner of the
darkness trying to consume our country and our world.

2 Corinthians 3:17

Now the Lord is
the Spirit, and
where the Spirit of
the Lord is, there
is freedom.

If we want to truly live free here in America, let us purpose to walk very closely
with Jesus. He is our eternal freedom, and as we experience freedom in
Christ, we in turn can share this freedom with others around us. This is God’s
purpose, for each of us to be His light bearers and light up every part of our
country with His truth, hope and love. This is how we find and maintain
freedom. Let us stand united with our brothers and sisters in Christ, and let
nothing divide us. For where the Spirit of the Lord is there is freedom!
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In This Dark World, Let Us Be the Light
Matthew 5: 14-15 14 “You are the light of the world. A town built on a
hill cannot be hidden.15 Neither do people light a lamp and put it
under a bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives light to
everyone in the house.

What a joy it was to serve as a team in Constanza, Dominican
Republic!
This picture is overlooking the city of Constanza and shows the beautiful
country surrounding this city.
As you might recall we had shirts made that state, “In this dark world, be
the light!” We wore those shirts at the airports and we had countless
people respond positively to the message, and even affirm “that is what I
try to do daily.” It is so good when we are willing to shine our light bright
for all to see, how many others we find are followers of Christ as well.
God is truly raising up disciples in every corner of our earth. What a joy
to meet a brother and sister in Christ and instantly share that bond of the
Spirit of Christ living in us.
God is moving mightily in Constanza and the percentage of Spirit filled
Christ followers is growing faster in Constanza then anywhere else in the
Dominican. Those we meet and work alongside are truly a loving and
God-centered people. They are humble and share the joy of the Lord in
all they do.
We go to serve these people and assist in building up the ministry of Kids
Alive there in Constanza. We spend a great amount of time caring for
their buildings and encouraging their staff and house parents. We return
very mindful that this ministry is two-fold and received on both ends.
The people in Constanza, specifically those connected with Kids Alive,
minister to us just as much as we minister to them. God sends mission
teams for us to experience His love, grace and mercies in other parts of
the world. He sends us so we see He is the same God in Constanza that
He is here in America. He sends us so we can be changed and return
with greater purpose to live for Him and testify to His glory throughout
all the earth. If you would like to be part of our service team in 2020 talk
with Bob Breneman. It is truly life-changing.
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Ladies Breakfast
and Fellowship
Saturday, July 13th.
Ladies it’s time to gather together once again and share
in fellowship!
We meet at 8 am and if
you wish, bring a dish or
breakfast treat to share.
We invite all ladies, of all
ages to join together! This is
truly a special time as we
have all generations come
together to share a meal, and
more so building one another
up in our faith.
There is laughter abounding,
warm conversation, and lots
of coffee flowing.
If you haven’t yet attended
one of these breakfasts,
please join us and feel free to
bring a friend! It will be a
great way to start your day!
We will meet at Karen
Breneman’s home, which is
worth attending just to take
in her beautiful gardens!
Her address is
N5953 Hwy G.
Hope to see many of you
there!

Freedom to Soar.
Isaiah 40:31 but those who hope in the Lord will renew
their strength. They will soar on wings like eagles; they
will run and not grow weary, they will walk and not be
faint.
In Christ, we are made to soar through this life on wings like eagles.
We are meant to attain the highest heights and accomplish the seemingly
impossible. We have been called out of darkness into His glorious light! We
have been chosen and set apart so that we stand out for others to see His
glory radiating through us.
Never forget whose child you are and whose power you have flowing within
you. You belong to the living God and you have the Spirit of Christ dwelling in
you!

2 Timothy 1:7 NLT teaches us, 7 “For God has not given us a spirit of fear and
timidity, but of power, love, and self-discipline.”
You were given new life in Christ to live boldly, fearlessly and courageously live
to the glory of God. Because of Christ in you, you have the freedom to live
without fear, worry and anxiety. You have the freedom to soar and become all
God is calling you to be!
Rise up son and daughter of the Most High King! Rise up and soar as the child of
God you are. Rise up and live with boldness knowing there is no greater power
then the one living inside of you. Rise up and know in Christ, you are more then
a conqueror in this world and for all eternity! It’s time for us to soar!

Coming Events

Iced Tea With
Pastor Karrie

July 13th Ladies Breakfast and Fellowship. 8 am at Karen Breneman’s home.
Monday July 15th– Ladies Prayer Group 9 am at church
July 15-19th Community Mega Sports Camp. Rio Elementary 5-7 pm

Living Like Jesus– Connecting and Growing Together Through
Small Groups.
Tuesdays: 10 am through July 16– Secrets of Salvation
Wednesdays: Secrets of Salvation 7 pm
Thursdays through July 18th: Secrets of Salvation 6 pm
Real Moms. Real Jesus. Once per month Thur or Fri. Talk with Britt
Sugden for dates and location. Kids welcome!

1 John 4:17 (NLT) And as we live in God, our love grows more perfect.
So we will not be afraid on the day of judgment, but we can face him with
confidence because we live like Jesus here in this world.

Let’s come together on
the patio (mine is always
available) and encourage
each other. You minister
to me as much as I
minister to you when we
connect and pray
together.
Please know I am always
here to pray with you and
lift you up.
Email: pastor@
livinggospelchurchrio.org
Or via cell phone:
608 566-3936

May God Bless You
and Be Gracious to

You.
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