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Psalm 77: 19-20 NLT  

Your road led 

through the sea, 

    your pathway 

through the mighty 

waters— 

    a pathway no one 

knew was there! 

You led your people 

along that road like a 

flock of sheep  
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Stepping into the Mighty Waters 
In Psalm 77 we hear from Asaph, a Levite who served during King David’s 
reign. At the beginning of the Psalm he is in great distress, crying out to God. 
He feels as though God has forsaken him and turned His hand against him.  

But then Asaph does something that changes everything in the 
midst of his hardship. He focuses his thoughts and his heart on who God is 
and all that He has done for His people in the past. He remembers the mighty 
wonders and power God displayed to free His people from Egypt.  

He remembers the very remarkable path God chose to lead His   
people to freedom. He didn’t guide them around the sea on the rocky 
ground; He led them right into the middle of the mighty waters and created a 
new path for them to follow.  

Why would God do that?  Do you wonder why He does that in your life too?  

In the deep waters we do not have our own footing; we become fully 
dependent on God to protect and guide us. Passing through the deep 
waters requires His help and provision, just as it did for the Israelites who 
needed Him to hold back the water on either side so it would not consume 
them. In their situation, God created an unseen path right in the middle of the 
sea and provided dry ground for His people to walk safely through-only as they 
trusted Him. They did not stumble and were able to safely cross to the other 
side. The waters mounted high around them but never consumed them. 

God chooses our path that often leads us right into the deep waters. At first 
glance, it might seem too risky or uncertain, but if we remember who God is 
like Asaph, then we know we can confidently follow Him as the Israelites did.  
It’s in the deep waters we are safest, for God does not allow the enemy to enter. 
Let us recall His faithfulness in times of distress and let us walk 
confidently into the deeper waters with God by faith in who He is.  
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Celebrating- 

August Birthdays 
Joan Theel                                     August 1 

Cindy Waterworth              August 13 

Gary Waterworth                  August 14 

Bob Benisch                                  August 14 

Bob Strauss                                   August 17 

Anna Belskaya                              August 26 

Kacy Falk                                       August 26 

Miranda Renz                              August 30 

Wedding                       

Anniversaries 

Ann and Dan Jennings             August 1 

Karen and Bob Breneman        August 12 

Marlene and Bob Dreifke         August 14 

 

Neighborhood Table Ministry 

Romans 12: 9-13 NLT  9 Don’t just pretend to love others. Really love 

them. Hate what is wrong. Hold tightly to what is good. 10 Love each 

other with genuine affection, and take delight in honoring each     

other. 11 Never be lazy, but work hard and serve the Lord                    

enthusiastically. 12 Rejoice in our confident hope. Be patient in      

trouble, and keep on praying. 13 When God’s people are in need, be 

ready to help them. Always be eager to practice hospitality.  

We have a wonderful new ministry beginning in our community!  

Thank you to all who were able to join in the kick-off meal for the   
Neighborhood Table. They served just over 75 people, which was a great 
turn out for the first event!  

Redeemer Lutheran Church was given the vision to get this ministry up 
and running, and has always included in that vision the support from 
other organizations to truly make this sustainable and effective.  

The purpose for this ministry is two-fold: feed the hungry and increase 
opportunity for community fellowship. We know there are people who 
are in need in our community, and we also know what funds they have, 
tend to run low that last week of each month. This is why the            
Neighborhood Table will be offered the last Monday of every month. We 
also know far too many people can be isolated and lacking in connection 
with others. Social isolation can be equally devastating to the well-being 
of individuals as physical hunger. By offering a meal and a place for the 
community at large to gather, we can help minister to both of these 
needs.  

The first meal was quite a good success and the hope is to build on the 
awareness of this monthly gathering so more from our community will 
attend, and to find different groups to sponsor and serve the meal.  

It would be wonderful to see our church be part of this great effort to 
bring community together. There will be open slots in Nov., Dec.  and 
into the new year (which will be served indoors at the high school). 
Please let Pastor Karrie know if you would like to assist with this          
ministry. Thank you!  



Calling Our 2020 

Service Team to 

Constanza, DR 

Do you feel God nudging you 

to join the service team and 

be His hands and feet in   

Constanza?   

Do you wish you could 

see more of what God is 

doing beyond our      

community?  

Do you wish to give in     

physical ways beyond     

prayer and financial giving?   

Have you heard how much 

fun our teams have and you 

desire to be part of that?  

If you responded yes to any 

of these questions then    

maybe having a                  

conversation about what all 

is entailed with joining the 

service team would be a 

great next step for you.  

Talk with any of our recent 

team members or our        

missions leader, Bob      

Breneman to find out more 

information.  

It is an incredible                

opportunity to be part of 

something bigger and to  

witness the glory and grace 

of God in immeasurable 

ways.  

Pray and see if 2020 

might be the year God is 

sending YOU!  

 

Mega Sports Camp-Community Outreach 

1 Corinthians 16:13 NLT   Be on guard. Stand firm in the 
faith. Be courageous. Be strong.   

 We had another wonderful turn out for this year’s Mega Sports Camp!  

It is a joy to live and serve in a community where area churches partner together 
to share the love of Christ in numerous ways. Planning and holding a Mega 
Sports Camp is one of the ways we do this, specifically for area children.  

Thank you to all who helped make this camp possible in some way; be it         
donating resources, makng and/or serving delicious snacks, volunteering as a   
huddle coach, a safety coach, an activity coach, in registration, being a helper to 
sports coaches or sending your children to participate. I am so grateful for the 
willingness we have in our church to serve and join in community events like 
this!  

We were able to reach as many as 31 children, and consistently served 25 or 
more. For our little community and having it fall on one of the hottest weeks of 
the summer, these are quite good numbers. Most importantly, the children had 
a great time and learned how to set goals, work hard, choose an attitude to be 
unstoppable and celebrate their victories! They learned they can do these 
things through the power of God and asking for His help in prayer.  

Seeds of faith were planted and nurtured this week. Let us keep these children 
in our prayers that God will continue to water those seeds and help them to 
grow in rich soil.  

God is so good and we are so blessed to live in a community that truly serves as 
the Body of Christ. Let us give thanks to our God for our Spirit of unity. 



Lemonade With       
Pastor Karrie 

Let’s come together on 

the patio (mine is always 

available) and encourage 

each other. You minister 

to me as much as I    

minister to you when we 

connect and pray        

together. 

Please know I am always 

here to pray with you and 

lift you up.               

Email:  pastor@             

livinggospelchurchrio.org 

Or via cell phone:        
608 566-3936  

  May God Bless You   
and Be Gracious to 

You.  

Coming Events 
Monday August 19th– Ladies Prayer Group 9 am at church 

Saturday, August 24th– Annual street dance beginning with parade at 2 pm.  Rio 
Street Dance Flea Market at Living Gospel Church 11 am-4 pm. Want booth space? 
Contact Marlene Dreifke. 

Save the date! Sat. September 21st Ladies Breakfast at Karen Breneman’s home 

Emulating Jesus– Connecting and Growing Together Through 

Small Groups.   

Wednesdays:  Studying the character and traits of Jesus  7 pm   

Real Moms. Real Jesus.  Once per month Thur or Fri. Talk with Britt      
Sugden for dates and location. Kids welcome!  

1 John 4:17 (NLT)  And as we live in God, our love grows more perfect. 

So we will not be afraid on the day of judgment, but we can face him with 

confidence because we live like Jesus here in this world.  
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