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John 8:12 

“I am the light of the 

world. Whoever      

follows me will never 

walk in darkness, but 

will have the light of 

life.”  
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The Light of Christ                         
Pushes Back All Darkness 

We find Jesus making a bold claim in John 8, that he is the light of the world.  
He went on to share that whoever follows him, will never walk in darkness but 
will have the light of life.  

Just before this, in John 7: 37-38, Jesus dramatically invited all to come to him 
and drink saying, “Let anyone who is thirsty come to me and drink. 38 As 
Scripture has said, “Whoever believes in me, rivers of living water will flow 
from within them.”  

Jesus and other Jewish people were at a festival celebrating God’s deliverance 
of His people and the exodus from Egypt, using the pillar of fire to see at night. 
They held a lamp lighting ceremony to remember the time God’s holy fire    
became their light of deliverance and salvation. Jesus made His statements   
during these festival traditions to let it be known He is the divine presence that 
saves God’s people from their bondage of sin. He also made it known He is the 
saving presence for the entire world, not just for the Jews. Jesus reiterates with 
these bold statements the prophecy spoken by Isaiah,  in 49:6 “It is too small a 
thing for you to be my servant  to restore the tribes of Jacob  and bring back 
those of Israel I have kept. I will also make you a light for the Gentiles, 
that my salvation may reach to the ends of the earth.”  

Many would not believe Jesus’ testimony as truth. Many did though and      
received the light of life.  His promises about who He is still remain today.    
Jesus is the light of the world and His promise holds true that whoever follows 
him will never walk in darkness but will have the light of life placed within 
them.  Believe his Word and testimony. Walk in his glorious light.  

When you feel darkness trying to overtake you, look within to his light that is in 
you. Remember his promises and call on his light to push back all darkness in 
your life.  

  www.livinggospelchurchrio.org                         Simply Living the Gospel                            September 2019 



Celebrating- 

September Birthdays 

Kade Hessler       September 3 

Samantha Hawley               September 5 

Dan Jennings                        September 7 

Olivia Arndt                  September 11 

Laurie Muench                     September 14 

Jessica Abela                         September 18 

Conner Richardson              September 20 

Jane Biddle                            September 21 

Anna Benisch                        September 23 

Bob Dreifke                           September 26 

Daphne Hawley                    September 30 

Wedding  Anniversaries 

Michelle and Mike Wilson   September 21 

Mary and Marty Martinez   September 24 

Cindy and Nick Keunzli    September 25 

Opportunity to Serve in Children’s Ministry 

3 John 4  4 I have no greater joy than to hear that my              

children are walking in the truth.  

It was the September newsletter this past year where we shared our excitement 

in having a full children’s ministry team to offer children’s church every Sunday.   

Here we are a year later and the ministry is thriving!  

Thank you to all our amazing volunteers who pour into our little ones. It has 

been wonderful to see their growing excitement to come to church, to talk about 

Jesus, to hear them pray and to see them building great friendships.  

This ministry is so important. There are deep seeds of faith being planted in 

the hearts of our youngest children and they are learning at a young age how 

much God loves them.  

If you have a heart for teaching young children about the love of Christ and enjoy 

playing games, singing songs or maybe even doing some simple crafts-then we 

have a wonderful opportunity for you! Right now, there is an opening for 

at least 1-2 new team members to serve on a rotation schedule every 

6 weeks. So this is not a weekly or even monthly commitment. We do want 

someone who loves pouring into young children. If this might be you, then 

please talk with Alena Hessler for more information. You could get started with 

our new fall series!  

This fall our children will be learning about The Armor of God-what it 

is and why they need to put it on every single day.  

Please share this series with parents you might know and invite them to have 

their children join in the fun of learning all about this special armor we are given 

by God to ensure we have victory in every battle!  

Ephesians 6: 1o-11 10 Finally, be strong in the Lord and in his mighty        

power. 11 Put on the full armor of God, so that you can take your stand against 

the devil’s schemes.  



Flea Market  

Fundraiser        

Great Success!   

Our recent vendor event and 
flea market was quite     
successful.   

We had many generous     
donations including all the 
food for the brat, hot dog 
and baked goods sale; an ice 
cream cooler from Mia and 
Bob Strauss; and a large 
amount of ice cream treats 
from the Rio Kwik Stop! So 
nice - thank you everyone!  

A big thank you to Dawn 
Keepes and Marlene 
Dreifke for coordinating 
vendors and the food sale, 
as well as Pam Price,     
Marlene Muttini Spyros, 
Miranda Renz, Brody 
Keepes and Reese 
Landsverk who assisted 
throughout the day during 
the sale.  

The total raised was just 
over $500. Those funds will 
be set aside for general 
church expenses as directed 
by the board.   

Thank you all for your    
support!  

Living Gospel Serving at City on a Hill 

Matthew 5: 14-16 14 “You are the light of the world. A town built on a 
hill cannot be hidden.15 Neither do people light a lamp and put it under a 
bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives light to everyone in the 
house. 16 In the same way, let your light shine before others, that they 
may see your good deeds and glorify your Father in heaven.  

We have the opportunity to serve at City on a Hill ministry in Milwaukee, WI 
Saturday, October 12th.  

Thank you to Julie Graham who shared this opportunity with us and coordinated 
a day for members of our church to serve as a group. This is open for anyone to 
join in and experience the wonderful ministry happening in the 5th poorest city in 
America. This ministry meets basic healthcare needs, offers a meal and provides 
food and toiletry items to the local community. They also offer prayer, encourage-
ment and fellowship to the lost and broken.  

This ministry need all kinds of skills including healthcare (all backgrounds),     
organization, food service, praying, safety and more. There is a role for everyone 
who simply wants to love one another and be the hands and feet of Jesus.  

Let’s fill up several vehicles and bring the hope of Christ to Milwaukee October 
12th. Please sign up at church by September 29th to help in planning our 
travel.  

God is so good to continue to bring to us new ways to let His light shine bright 
and for us to experience His unfailing love and rich mercy.  

 



Connect With 
PK !  

Let’s take time to slow 

our pace and enjoy the 

company of one another. 

Life is so busy and yet 

connecting with each of 

you is critical to the 

health of our church. II 

would love to hear about 

your summer or just listen 

to what is on your heart. 

Let us be in the habit of 

meeting together.  

We can meet at church or 

wherever is most       

comfortable for you.                     

Email:  pastor@             

livinggospelchurchrio.org 

Or via cell phone:        
608 566-3936                

Coming Events 
Monday Sept 16th- Ladies prayer group.  9 am at church  

Saturday Sept 21st– Ladies’ breakfast and fellowship, 8 am Karen Breneman’s home 

September 23-25– IMA National Conference in Burnsville, MN 

 

Learning to Walk with Jesus– Connecting and Growing in Faith 

Together Through Small Groups. 

Real Moms. Real Jesus.  Once per month Thur or Fri. Talk with Britt  Sugden for 

dates and location. Join in any time! You are welcome and so are your children!  

Wednesdays:  Youth Group 6:00 pm, Adult small group and fellowship 7 pm –

Studying the Traits of Jesus.  

Luke 6:40 “The student is not above the teacher, but every-

one who is fully trained will be like their teacher.”   (we are 

the students, Jesus is our teacher. Let us learn to be like Him.)  

May God Bless You and Pour out His Mercies Anew Each Day.  

Living Gospel Church 

322 Lincoln Ave. 

Rio, WI 53960 

PLACE 
STAMP 
HERE 

 


