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1 John 4: 7-12, 19-21 NIV
7 Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God. Everyone 
who loves has been born of God and knows God. 8 Whoever does not love 
does not know God, because God is love. 9 This is how God showed his 
love among us: He sent his one and only Son into the world that we might 
live through him. 10 This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved 
us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins. 11 Dear 
friends, since God so loved us, we also ought to love one another. 12 No 
one has ever seen God; but if we love one another, God lives in us and his 
love is made complete in us.
19 We love because he first loved us. 20 Whoever claims to love God yet 
hates a brother or sister is a liar. For whoever does not love their brother 
and sister, whom they have seen, cannot love God, whom they have not 
seen. 21 And he has given us this command: Anyone who loves God must 
also love their brother and sister.

1. Love is the Universal Connector
       John 17: 22-23  I in them, You in Me, that they might be brought to 

complete unity.  
       Ephesians 5:2  Walk in the way of love, just as Christ loved us.
       
2. Love is the Universal Theology
      1 Corinthians 13: 9-12 Now I know in part, then I shall know fully. 
                        
3. Love is the Expression of God
      John 13: 34-35  A new command I give you: Love one another. 
      1 Corinthians 13: 4-7 Love is kind. It does not dishonor others… 
      1 Corinthians 13:13 The greatest of these is love.  
         

 Conclusion: We are to be ever mindful of the greatest commandment, 
to love God and love one another, in all that we do. We do not forsake 
this truth in pursuit of lesser truths. For without love, our theology means 
nothing. Love is the universal connector. Let us love one another and 
make His love complete in us. 
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Ice Breaker:   What actions by others bring rest and calm to your heart 

when you are unsettled? 

Read 1 John 4: 7-12, 19-21. 
1. What are we told to do? Why? 
2. If we show love for others, what else are we showing them? 
3. Read v. 8. Can you withhold love for others and know God? Why?
4. Who loved first? People or God? (v. 10)
5. In what condition were we when God poured out His love upon us? 
6. While we were filled with sin; while we were ignorant to His ways 

and goodness, while we worshiped idols-He loved us. What does this 
tell us about how we are to love others where we find them? 

7. What happens when we love one another? (v. 12)
8. Why is His love complete in us as we love one another?  
9. Read v. 20. How has this been demonstrated in the Church? What is 

the fallout for the Church and for the unbeliever watching?   
10. Who is at the heart of division? 
11. What is the greatest way to divide God’s people?
12. Read John 17: 22-23. What is Jesus’ prayer for all people? 
13. Read 1 Corinthians 13: 9-12. Do you know everything about God? Do 

any of us?  What should we keep in mind when discussing theology?
14. Why are there so many denominations within the Christian faith? 

What prompted these to rise up? 
15. Can God bring unity to His Church? How? What role do we play? 
16. Read 1 Corinthians 13: 4-7, 13. How do we show the world the love 

of God? What doesn’t show His love? 
17. What is of the utmost importance that God stresses we focus on above 

all else? How might we make a significant difference in these days if 
we abide in love for God and one another? 

Point to ponder:  As humans we can quickly become divided based on 
how we view the world, how we view God and how we view one another. 
God knows this is our nature and our weakness. A Church divided (the 
collective church) operates with little impact. A Church united by the love 
of God can and does change the world. Our world needs more love-which 
is the universal connector. Let us not sacrifice the greatest truth in pursuit 
of lesser truths. Every part of who God is and all His kingdom is about is 
sandwiched in love for one another. Love is the only way to unity.


