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He Leads into the Mighty Waters
God had laid this Scripture on my heart last year in August and I have to
wonder was He preparing us for where we would be in August, 2020? It
seemed very fitting to share once more given the times we are in.
Have you felt like 2020 has led you right into the deep water-where your feet
can’t touch?
That can be an unsettling place to be if we feel we are left alone to fend for ourselves. It’s in the deeper waters that we have to surrender control and put our
trust in the One whose mighty arm will lift our heads above the waters. In the
deep waters we have to surrender our plans and turn to the One whose plan
never fails. In the deep waters we have to let go of doing for ourselves and cling
to our life source and Savior, Jesus Christ.
As we continue to navigate these uncertain times in 2020, let’s remember why
our God leads us into the deep and mighty waters. Let us praise our God for
His ways that are far above ours and His sovereignty in every season of life
Asaph, a Levite who served during King David’s reign, was in great distress,
crying out to God, feeling like God had forsaken him. Can you relate at all this
year in any way? But then Asaph focuses his heart on who God is and all
that He has done for His people in the past. He remembers the very
remarkable path God chose to lead His people to freedom. He led them right
into the middle of the mighty waters and created a new path for them to follow.
In the deep waters we do not have our own footing; we become fully
dependent on God to protect and guide us. This is His desire for His
children. Passing through the deep waters requires His help and provision, just
as it did for the Israelites who needed Him to hold back the water on either side
so it would not consume them. It’s in the deep waters we are safest, for God
does not allow the enemy to enter. Let us recall His past faithfulness in
these times and let us walk confidently into the deeper waters with
God by faith in who He is. He will bring us safely to the other side and our
faith will be strengthened when we get there. Let us trust in Him.

Psalm 77: 19-20 NLT

Your road led
through the sea,
your pathway
through the mighty
waters—
a pathway no one
knew was there!
You led your people
along that road like a
flock of sheep
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How Do We Serve Now?
Romans 12: 6-8 NIV 6 We have different gifts, according to the grace
given to each of us. If your gift is prophesying, then prophesy in
accordance with your faith; 7 if it is serving, then serve; if it is
teaching, then teach; 8 if it is to encourage, then give encouragement; if it is giving, then give generously; if it is to lead, do it
diligently; if it is to show mercy, do it cheerfully.

What a different time we are in as the Church!
Some of us haven’t seen each other in person since February or early
March. We navigated to holding a fully online worship service and with
God’s grace we remained in community. We have re-opened church but
not how it was before covid hit. Our ministries have been stripped down
and so much of what we love about church isn’t happening right now.
Yet so much of what we truly need, has never left. Praise God for
His provision and faithfulness!
Maybe you wonder how do I serve in a time like this? I’m not attending
church in person yet or the ministry I once served in isn’t active right
now. If so, I want to encourage you to remember our church is not on
pause-certain ministries are-but the Church is still active and there is
much we can do in this time.
I invite you to pray and see what God puts on your heart in how you can
serve right now, when things are different. Pray and ask Him to give
you eyes as to what the church body needs right now, what our
church family needs right now, what our community needs. He
will always show us as we seek Him. It might be making more phone
calls, sending cards/emails, inviting a church member to visit socially
distant somewhere-checking in and strengthening relationships. It might
be finding ways to spruce up or repair our building-caring for the physical structure. It might be helping with online engagement-writing, sharing, promoting to point our community to a relationship with Christ. It
might be using your gift of prayer to bring forth His will and lift up His
people to follow Him. Whatever God has gifted you with, remember it is
His intent for you to use it to His glory in all seasons. Our faith is
strongest and most active when we remain in His service.
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Mission Team
Lunch Fundraiser
Please join us at the Rio
Firemen’s Park Saturday, August 29th for
some yummy treats and
a tasty lunch!
Our mission team will be
serving up slices of homemade pie, coffee, lemonade,
pulled pork sandwiches, hot
dogs and chips and of course
a lot of love and smiles!
There will be several vendors
with their products set up for
sale. This is Lauri Porter’s
annual Pampered Chef open
house-which happens to be in
the park this year due to
covid. She has expanded to
add additional vendors with
a variety of items.
This fundraiser will help
towards the down payment
fee we always need to send
for the upcoming year’s
service team. We are very
hopeful to be able to send a
service team next summer.
If you are in the area that
day, please stop down to see
us. Have lunch at the park.
If you would like to donate
any of the food for this fundraiser please let Pastor Karrie know. We welcome donations to keep expenses down.
Thank you for your
support!
Let us pray God’s continued
favor over our brothers and
sisters in Constanza, DR.

Repairing Our Church Structure
Preventing Water Flowing into the Building
As you can see our youth and children’s ministry room is in need of much repair
right now.

For those who have attended Living Gospel Church for a long time, you are well
aware of the ongoing water issues we have in our lower level. We have been
working to correct these as we discover where the water is entering from.
This year we noticed a great deal more water coming into our basement during
heavy rains. A group of our men got together and determined to look behind
the wall to see where the source of the water was coming from.
Having covid-19 shut down our ministries for youth and children actually provided us the perfect time to repair the structure in this room. We are not actively
using it right now and we have a group willing to repair and restore the
structure of this side of our church building. Thank you to all who are generously
giving of your time and talents to help us care for our beautiful building! May
God’s blessings be upon you as you faithfully serve.
We are making all aware as this is turning into a bigger project, (as almost
always happens with older buildings) and we will be asking for a love offering in
August towards our church building fund to help us cover this expense. As God
calls you to give towards this necessary project, please earmark it for water leak
prevention. If you give online simply choose “church building fund” and we will
apply it towards this project. We thank you so much for your support! If you
want to know project specifics please contact Bob Dreifke.
Thank you all so much for helping us maintain safety, structure and beauty in
our church building. What a joy to have such a wonderful place to gather!

Coming Events
Saturday, August 8th– Facebook Live Memorial Service for Pat Stancer. Join us
online as we remember and honor Pat. Only a small number of family will be inperson for the service due to covid. Service is 2 pm on Living Gospel Church
Facebook.
Monday August 17th– Ladies Prayer Group 9 am at church or Google Hangouts.
Saturday, August 22nd– Abra Shimpach and Jordan Denman’s wedding day!
Congrats to you both! God’s abundant blessings be poured out on your marriage.
Saturday, August 29th– Mission Team 2021 Lunch Fundraiser, Rio Firemen’s Park.
Stop down any time between 10 am– 1 pm for pie, pulled pork sandwiches, hot dogs
and chips and help support next year’s service team to Constanza, DR.

Freedom in the Spirit– Deepening Your Faith Through Small Groups.
Wednesdays: Going deeper into Sunday messages. 6:30 pm Google
Hangouts. Contact Pastor Karrie to join.
Sundays: Men’s Bible Study 8:30 am at church or on Zoom. Contact Pat
Graham for more information.
Real Moms. Real Jesus. Still meeting periodically. Talk with Britt Sugden
for dates and location. Kids welcome!
John 8:36 (NLT)

36

Living Gospel Church
322 Lincoln Ave.
Rio, WI 53960

So if the Son sets you free, you are truly free.

Lemonade With
Pastor Karrie
Let’s gather on the patio
(mine is always available)
and encourage each
other. You minister to me
as much as I minister to
you when we connect
and pray together. It is
good for our soul to
gather. We can do so
safely.
Please know I am always
here to pray with you and
lift you up.
Email: pastor@
livinggospelchurchrio.org
Or via cell phone:
608 566-3936

May God Bless You.
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