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2 Corinthians 4: 4-7 NLT
4 Satan, who is the god of this world, has blinded the minds of those who 
don’t believe. They are unable to see the glorious light of the Good News. 
They don’t understand this message about the glory of Christ, who is the 
exact likeness of God. 5 You see, we don’t go around preaching about 
ourselves. We preach that Jesus Christ is Lord, and we ourselves are your 
servants for Jesus’ sake. 6 For God, who said, “Let there be light in the 
darkness,” has made this light shine in our hearts so we could know the 
glory of God that is seen in the face of Jesus Christ. 7 We now have this 
light shining in our hearts, but we ourselves are like fragile clay jars 
containing this great treasure. This makes it clear that our great power is 
from God, not from ourselves.

1. Designed to be Filled
       Genesis 2:7 The Lord formed man from dust and man became alive.
       Isaiah 64:8 We are the clay, You are the potter. 
       Ezekiel 37:14 I will put My Spirit in you, and you will live.
              
2. A Vessel Cannot Fill Itself
      Romans 5:5 Hope does not put us to shame for God’s love has been 

poured out into our hearts through the Holy Spirit.  
      2 Corinthians 12:9 I will boast in my weakness so the power of Christ 

may dwell in me,
      John 7: 38-39 Whoever believes in Me, rivers of living water flow 

within them. 
                        
3. Being Filled by God Completes You
      2 Corinthians 9:8 God is able to bless us to have all we need, in all 

times, to abound in every good work.
      Ephesians 3: 20-21 All glory to Him who is able to do immeasurably 

more than we ask according to His power at work in us. 
               

 Conclusion: Religion seeks to do for God. Christianity comes before 
Jesus so He may do through His followers. Religion starts with man. 
Christianity starts with God. Let us embrace who we are, vessels created 
to be filled up and poured out with the powerful spirit of God.  Let us 
cease trying for God and let us simply be filled by God. 

LIFE GROUP LESSON
Vessels to be Filled

Week of July 19 – July 25, 2020
 
Ice Breaker:   Can you think of times you have been “running on 

empty”?  How does that feel? What causes that?   

Read 2 Corinthians 4: 4-7 NLT. 
1. What has satan done to those who don’t believe? (v.4)
2. What can’t they see or understand? (v. 4)
3. What do unbelievers miss out on then in their daily lives? 
4. Who are Christians to boast or speak of? (v. 5) Why is this important?
5. Who are Christians servants to? (v. 5) How might this help point to 

Jesus? 
6. How does this make God’s Kingdom different than the world? 
7. What are Christians compared to? (v. 7) 
8. What do you know about clay jars or vessels-earthenware? 
9. What uses would people have for clay vessels?     
10. What purpose does a clay vessel serve when its empty? 
11. Can a clay vessel fill itself? What is required to be filled? 
12. Can a Christian fill him/herself? Have you thought you could? 
13. Where are we taught to operate in our own power? 
14. Where does power come from for a Christian? (v. 7)
15. Read Genesis 2:7, Isaiah 64:8, Ezekiel 37:14. What do we learn about 

who we are and who God is to us? 
16. Read Romans 5:1-5. Do we need to be ashamed of our weaknesses 

and trials? What should we remember? What do we have access to? 
17. Read 2 Corinthians 12:9. How are we strengthened in our weakness? 
18. Read 2 Corinthians 9:8. What promise do we have as we let God fill 

us?  
19. What is the difference between trying for God and being filled by 

God? Which do you do more? 
20. Where in your life can you cease trying for God, and begin letting 

Him fill you and guide you? 

Point to ponder:  What might happen to God’s Church if we truly 
embraced being the fragile vessels we are by His design, so He might fill 
us with His power and wisdom? How might His Kingdom more quickly 
advance if we set aside pride, ego and stubbornness, letting His Spirit 
freely flow through us. How much more peaceful would our lives be? Let 
us cease trying, and let us purpose to be filled daily. 


