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1   Kings   12:   4-11,   13-14   NIV  
4  “Your   father   put   a   heavy   yoke on   us,   but   now   lighten   the   harsh   labor   and   the   heavy  
yoke   he   put   on   us,   and   we   will   serve   you.”    5  Rehoboam   answered,   “Go   away   for   three  
days   and   then   come   back   to   me.”   So   the   people   went   away.    6  Then   King   Rehoboam  
consulted   the   elders who   had   served   his   father   Solomon   during   his   lifetime.   “How  
would   you   advise   me   to   answer   these   people?”   he   asked.   
7  They   replied,    “If   today   you   will   be   a   servant   to   these   people   and   serve   them   and  
give   them   a   favorable   answer, they   will   always   be   your   servants.”  
8  But   Rehoboam   rejected the   advice   the   elders   gave   him   and   consulted   the   young   men  
who   had   grown   up   with   him   and   were   serving   him.  9  He   asked   them,   “What   is   your  
advice?   How   should   we   answer   these   people   who   say   to   me,   ‘Lighten   the   yoke   your  
father   put   on   us’?”    10  The   young   men   who   had   grown   up   with   him   replied,   “These  
people   have   said   to   you,   ‘Your   father   put   a   heavy   yoke   on   us,   but   make   our   yoke  
lighter.’   Now   tell   them,   ‘My   little   finger   is   thicker   than   my   father’s   waist.  11  My   father  
laid   on   you   a   heavy   yoke;   I   will     make   it   even   heavier.   My   father   scourged   you   with  
whips;   I   will   scourge   you   with   scorpions.’”         13  The   king   answered   the   people  
harshly.   Rejecting   the   advice   given   him   by   the   elders.  

1. Submitting   to   Leaders   is   Submission   to   God   
        Hebrews   13:17   Have   confidence   in   your   leaders,   submit   to   their  authority  
because   they   keep   watch   over   you.  
        Proverbs   19:20   Listen   to   advice   and   accept   discipline.   
2. Safety   in   a   Multitude   of   Counselors  
        Proverbs   11:14   In   the   abundance   of   counselors   there   is   victory.  
        Proverbs   15:22   Plans   fail   for   lack   of   counsel.  
        Proverbs   12:15   A   wise   man   is   he   who   listens   to   counsel.  
        Proverbs   1:5   A   wise   man   will   hear   and   increase   in   learning.   
3. God   Shows   Grace   to   the   Humble  
         1   Peter   5:5   God   opposes   the   proud   but   shows   favor   to   the   humble.   
        Psalm   1:1-2   Blessed   is   the   man   who   doesn’t   walk   in   the   counsel   of  the   wicked   or  
stand   in   the   path   of   sinners.   
        Proverbs   22:4   The   reward   of   humility   are   riches,   honor   and   life.    
Conclusion:    God   has   placed   godly   leaders   in   our   lives   at   every   step   of   our   journey   to  
watch   over   us   and   guide   us.   Let   us   submit   to   their   leadership   and   counsel,   trusting  
God   is   working   His   perfection   through   those   He   has   called.   Let   us   seek   and   listen   to  
wise   counsel   and   find   safety   and   peace.    For   we   are   created   to   be   dependent   on  
God   and   interdependent   in   one   another.    It   is   good   to   seek   and   trust   wise   counsel.  
  

Life   Group   Lesson  
Seek   and   Trust   in   Wise   Counsel  

   Ice   Breaker:       Can   you   think   of   a   time   listening   to   the   counsel   of   someone  
else   truly   helped   you   avoid   a   mistake   or   turn   things   around   for   the   better?  
1. In   what   ways   can   the   counsel   of   others   benefit   us?   
2. When   might   the   counsel   of   others   harm   us?   
3. What   makes   us   avoid   seeking   and   listening   to   the   counsel   of   others?   
Read   1   Kings   12:   4-11,   13-14.   
4. What   was   good   and   wise   in   Rehoboam’s   response   to   the   people’s  

request?   (v.   5)   What   did   this   allow   for?   
5. What   do   we   see   as   his   first   action?   (v.6)   Was   this   good?   
6. What   did   they   share   for   counsel?    (v.   7)   How   does   their   counsel   align  

with   the   counsel   of   Jesus?   How   could   this   benefit   him   as   king?   
7. Who   else   would   have   sought   the   counsel   of   these   elders?   Should   they  

have   been   trusted   by   Rehoboam?   
8. Did   Rehoboam   receive   their   counsel?   
9. What   do   you   think   caused   him   to   reject   their   counsel?    What   causes   you   to  

reject   wise   counsel?   
10. Who   did   he   then   consult?   (vs.   8-9)   What   was   their   response?   How   does  

their   counsel   align   with   the   counsel   of   Jesus?   
11. Whose   counsel   did   King   Rehoboam   listen   to?   (vs.   13-14).   Why?  
12. What   is   the   difference   in   the   counsel   given?   
13. Who   don’t   we   see   records   of   Rehoboam   seeking   counsel   from?   Who  

should   he   have   gone   to   first?   
14. Read   Hebrews   13:17.   What   are   we   to   have   in   leaders   who   God   calls?  

Why?    When   is   this   hard   to   do?   
15. What   happens   when   we   reject   leaders   God   calls   or   we   listen   only   to   prove  

them   wrong?   
16. Can   different   leaders   teach   you   and   grow   you   in   different   ways?   
17. Read   the   proverbs   listed   under   #2.   What   is   the   common   theme?   Why   is   it  

stressed   so   frequently?   Who   wrote   these   proverbs?   
18. Is   God   to   be   our   only   counsel?   Why   or   why   not?   
19. Read   1   Peter   5:5.   Who   does   God   oppose?   Who   does   He   show   favor?  
20. What   does   it   require   of   us   to   seek   and   listen   to   the   counsel   of   another?   
21. Read   Proverbs   22:4.   What   is   our   reward   when   we   remain   humble?  
Point   to   ponder:     God   rules   over   every   authority.   We   can   confidently  
submit   to   Godly   counsel,   trusting   God   is   working   through   His   servants.   Let  
us   seek   wise   counsel   to   receive   the   fullness   of   God   through   each   counselor.  
The   one   who   listens   to   wise   counsel   is   indeed   blessed.   


