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1 Corinthians 1: 22-31 NIV
22 Jews demand signs and Greeks look for wisdom, 23 but we preach Christ 
crucified: a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, 24 but to 
those whom God has called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of 
God and the wisdom of God. 25 For the foolishness of God is wiser than 
human wisdom, and the weakness of God is stronger than human strength.
26 Brothers and sisters, think of what you were when you were called. Not 
many of you were wise by human standards; not many were influential; 
not many were of noble birth. 27 But God chose the foolish things of the 
world to shame the wise; God chose the weak things of the world to 
shame the strong. 28 God chose the lowly things of this world and the 
despised things—and the things that are not—to nullify the things that 
are, 29 so that no one may boast before him. 30 It is because of him that you 
are in Christ Jesus, who has become for us wisdom from God—that is, 
our righteousness, holiness and redemption. 31 Therefore, as it is written: 
“Let the one who boasts boast in the Lord.”

1. Simple, Ordinary Men
       Mark 3: 13-19 The appointing of the 12 disciples
       Matthew 4: 18-19 Calling of Simon and Andrew-fisherman  
       Matthew 9:9 Calling Matthew the tax collector 
                
2. Unqualified, but Teachable
       1 Corinthians 2: 4-5 Not by human wisdom, but by God’s power
       Acts 4:13 Unschooled, ordinary men who were changed by Christ
                                    
3. Transformed to do the Extraordinary
       Luke 22: 29-30 I confer on you a kingdom; you will sit on thrones 

and judge the twelve tribes of Israel. 
       Luke 10: 19-20 I have given you all authority to overcome the power 

of the enemy.
       Acts 1:8 You will receive power, you will be witnesses to the ends of 

the earth.

Conclusion: Twelve ordinary men chosen to do extraordinary things to 
the glory of God by laying the foundation for His Church. The Holy Spirit
in them enabled them to do what Christ had trained them to do. The 
driving passion in their lives became the glory of Christ. Let us learn from
and follow their example. 
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Ice Breaker:   Have you ever felt unqualified for something God 
called you to?  Did you do it anyway or did that stop you? 

Read 1 Corinthians 1: 22-31 NIV. 
1. What was different in the message preached by the apostles? (v.23)
2. Why was the message of Christ a stumbling block to Jews? 
3. Why were the apostles so influential in growing the church? (v. 24) 
4. What makes us influential when we share about the Gospel message? 

What makes us ineffective? 
5. Read v. 26. What is the apostle Paul saying here? 
6. Who does God delight in choosing for His purposes? (vs. 27-28) 
7. Does this offer you encouragement in how God might use you?
8. Why would God choose the weak, lowly and foolish? (v. 29) 
9. Who are we to boast of for any greatness in our lives? (v. 31)
10. Were the original 12 disciples men of elite status, highly educated, or 

religious experts? Who were they?  
11. How were these men seen by the pharisees and religious leaders? 
12. Why choose these average men to begin His Church? Read 1 

Corinthians 2: 4-5. What do we see revealed and being taught? 
13. Why did Jesus choose 12 men? What is the significance?  
14. Read Luke 22: 29-30. What does Jesus give the apostles and who will 

they judge? 
15. What did Jesus come to renounce as He taught the Scriptures?  What 

does He teach instead? What is His church to model? 
16. Read Luke 10: 19-20 and Acts 1:8. What does Jesus give the apostles?
17. What were they able to do by acting in the power and authority given 

to them by Christ?  Was that power just for these 12 men? 
18. What was their role and purpose for the Church? 
19. What can we do when we act in the power and authority given to us 

by Christ? 
20. How should we respond when God calls us to serve and lead?

Point to ponder:  God chose the foolish, lowly things of this world-
opposite to how the world chooses.  He intentionally chose 12 ordinary 
men so His glory might be powerfully on display through them as they led
the forming of His Church. Let us rejoice when we are unqualified yet 
called by God! Let us do the extraordinary by His power at work in us! 


