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1 Peter 1: 3-7 NIV
3 Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great

mercy he has given us new birth into a living hope through the
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 4 and into an inheritance that

can never perish, spoil or fade. This inheritance is kept in heaven for
you, 5 who through faith are shielded by God’s power until the coming of
the salvation that is ready to be revealed in the last time. 6 In all this you
greatly rejoice, though now for a little while you may have had to suffer

grief in all kinds of trials. 7 These have come so that the proven
genuineness of your faith—of greater worth than gold, which perishes

even though refined by fire—may result in praise, glory and honor when
Jesus Christ is revealed.”

1. Sometimes Simon, Sometimes Peter
        Luke 5: 4-5 We haven’t caught any fish, but because you say so,  

we’ll let down the nets. 
Matthew 16: 16-15 You are the Messiah, the Son of the Living God.
Matthew 16:18 You are Peter, and on this rock, I will build my 
church

                       
2. Experience Can Be a Hard Teacher
       Luke 22: 31-34 Simon, Satan has asked to sift you as wheat.
       Luke 22: 33-34 Lord I am ready to go with you to death.                     

I tell you Peter, you will deny 3 times that you know Me.
       Matthew 16:23 Get behind Me Satan! You are a stumbling block.
                                    
3. Grounded in Christlike Character 
       1 Corinthians 11:1 Follow my example as I follow Christ.
       1 Peter 5: 8-10 Be alert and of sober mind. Stand firm in the faith.
       1 Peter 4:8 Above all love each other deeply. 
       2 Peter 3:18 Grow in the grace and knowledge of the Lord. 

Conclusion: Simon Peter lived the words he taught,“grow in the grace 
and knowledge of the Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.” This is the path that 
shaped him into becoming “The Rock”-the great leader of the early 
church. Let us follow his example and continue to grow in the grace and 
knowledge of the Lord. Let us lead as Christ calls us to.           

LIFE GROUP LESSON
Simon Peter, “The Rock” 

     Week of September 20 – September 26, 2020

Ice Breaker:   How would people describe your younger self? 
Would their description be different today? If yes, what has changed? 

Read 1 Peter 1: 3-7 NIV. 
1. What is the feel of this Scripture? 
2. Is this spoken by Simon or Peter? 
3. Keeping in mind all Simon Peter endured, can you hear his testimony 

in this message? 
4. How does he begin this message? (v. 3) Why is this important? 
5. What have we been given by God? (vs. 3-4) 
6. How do these gifts help us now as we face trials here on earth?  
7. How are we shielded and protected? (v. 5)
8. What are we called to do through all seasons and trials? (v.6) Why?
9. Why do we have trials and suffering here on earth? (v. 7) 
10. Does Peter know this from first-hand experience? 
11. As we remain in faith during every trial, who receives glory? 
12. Read Matthew 16:18. What does Peter or Cephas mean? Why would 

Jesus give Simon this new name? 
13. What did Jesus mean on this rock I will build my church? What does 

this tell you about the faith Jesus is calling you to? 
14. Read Luke 22: 31-34. What do we see Jesus telling Simon? Why 

would Jesus allow this? What is comforting in Jesus’ response? 
15. What is Simon’s response to Jesus? What did Jesus reveal to Peter?  

Have you uttered something similar and found out like Peter, you 
could be sifted by the enemy? 

16. What did the sifting teach Peter? What does it teach you? 
17.  Read 1 Corinthians 11:1. How were the apostles able to persevere 

and become rock-like in their faith? How can you? 
18. Read 1 Peter 5: 8-10 and 1 Peter 4:8. What lessons had Peter learned? 
19. Read 2 Peter 3:18. What does Peter encourage all of us to do so we 

too can withstand and rejoice in every trial to the glory of God?  

Point to ponder:  The more we seek and come to know the Lord 
personally, the more He will change us from who we were. We have all 
been given a new name in Christ, that of “Child of God.” Let us live up to 
this name bestowed to us.  Let us ground ourselves in the example of 
Christ. Let us praise God and embrace life experience that refines our 
godly character, and let us stand firm in the faith.  


