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Luke 9: 51-54 NIV
51 As the time approached for him to be taken up to heaven, Jesus 
resolutely set out for Jerusalem. 52 And he sent messengers on ahead, who 
went into a Samaritan village to get things ready for him; 53 but the people 
there did not welcome him, because he was heading for 
Jerusalem. 54 When the disciples James and John saw this, they asked, 
“Lord, do you want us to call fire down from heaven to destroy 
them?” 55 But Jesus turned and rebuked them. 56 Then he and his disciples 
went to another village.

1. Righteous Zeal Over Misguided Zeal
      Mark 3:16-17  He gave the name, Boanerges, “Sons of Thunder”.  
      2 Kings 1:10  Fire fell from heaven and consumed the men.  
      John 2:17 “Zeal for your house will consume me.”  

                       
2. Purpose Over Status
      Luke 22: 24-26 A dispute among them, who would be the greatest.
      Matthew 20: 20-22 Grant that one of these 2 sons sit at your right and 

the other at your left. “Can you drink from the cup that I drink?” 
                                                                      
3. Passion Tempered by Grace
       Ecclesiastes 3: 1-8 To everything there is a season, a time for every 

purpose under heaven.
       2 Corinthians 6:2 Now is the day of salvation.
       John 3:17 God did not send His Son to condemn the world but to save

the world through Him. 
       
Conclusion: James’ passion was tempered by the divine grace of God and
surrendered to the guidance of the Holy Spirit. He learned his zeal must 
be harnessed and tempered with love, and when blended with patience 
and longsuffering, it is a mighty instrument in the hands of God. May we 
live even now with such passion for the Lord, tempered in the love of God
for all humanity.                             
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Ice Breaker:   Can you recall times your zeal for something got the 
best of you and the outcome was not effective? How so? 

Read Luke 9: 51-54 NIV. 
1. Where was Jesus going? (v. 51) What was going to happen there? 
2. Why would Jesus choose to go through a Samaritan village? 
3. What is the history between Samaritans and Israelites? 
4. Were the people welcoming to Jesus and his disciples? (v. 53) Why 

not? 
5. These were Gentiles, what didn’t they understand or know yet? 
6. How did the Samaritan’s response sit with James and John? (v.54)
7. What did they want to do to those people?  
8. Who did they think they were modeling? Read 2 Kings 1: 1-10. 

Where did that incident take place with the king and Elijah? Where 
were Jesus and the disciples? 

9. What is the difference between Elijah’s zeal and that of James and 
John? 

10. How did Jesus respond to James and John’s question? (v. 55) 
11. What did Jesus encourage them to do instead? (v. 56) 
12. Read John 2: 13-17. How was the zeal of Jesus different?   
13. Can zeal be a good quality to have? How so? 
14. Read Matthew 20: 20-23. What did their mother ask of Jesus? How 

did Jesus respond? What question did he ask of James and John? 
15. What was their response? What was their motive? What did Jesus 

promise them? What ultimately happened to James? Acts 12: 1-2. 
16. Will Jesus judge the world? Was it time for judgement then? Read 2 

Corinthians 6:2. What about now? What season are we in? 
17. What did Jesus want to teach James about using his passion and zeal? 

Read John 3:17. What does he want to teach us about funneling our 
passion and zeal for His kingdom?   

18. Has the Church lost its passion and zeal for Christ? Why or why not?
19. Who should be guiding our passion and zeal as we follow Christ? 

Point to ponder:  Our God is passionate. Jesus was passionate.  God 
calls us to live with passion and zeal as well, tempered by sensitivity to 
the Spirit and grace.  As James surrendered to the teaching of Christ the 
Lord used him to do a wonderful work in the church. May we follow the 
example of Jesus as James did, and serve as mighty instruments for God. 


