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John 1: 45-51 NIV
45 Philip found Nathanael and told him, “We have found the one Moses 
wrote about in the Law, and about whom the prophets also wrote—Jesus 
of Nazareth, the son of Joseph.”                                                                 
46 “Nazareth! Can anything good come from there?” Nathanael asked.

“Come and see,” said Philip. 47 When Jesus saw Nathanael approaching, 
he said of him, “Here truly is an Israelite in whom there is no deceit.” 

48 “How do you know me?” Nathanael asked. Jesus answered, “I saw you 
while you were still under the fig tree before Philip called you.” 49 Then 
Nathanael declared, “Rabbi, you are the Son of God; you are the king of 
Israel.” 50 Jesus said, “You believe because I told you I saw you under the 
fig tree. You will see greater things than that.” 51 He then added, “Very 
truly I tell you, you will see ‘heaven open, and the angels of God 
ascending and descending on’ the Son of Man.”

1. Seeker of Divine Truth
      John 1: 45 We have found The One Moses and the prophets wrote 

about, Jesus of Nazareth.
     John 5:39 “These Scriptures testify about Me.”    
     Isaiah 40: 3-4 A voice of one calling “prepare the way for the Lord.”    
  
2. Clouded by Prejudice
       John 1: 46 Nazareth! Can anything good come from there? 
      Luke 4:22 How can this be? Isn’t this Joseph’s son? 
      John 7: 50-52 Search the Scriptures, no prophet ever comes from 

Galilee!                                                                             
3. Sincerity of Heart
       John 1:47 “Here truly is an Israelite in whom there is no deceit.”   
       Romans 9: 6-8 Not all who are descended from Israel, are Israel. 
       Romans 2: 28-29 Circumcision of the heart, by the Spirit not by 

written code. 

Conclusion: In a time when the world was full of deceit and hypocrisy, 
Nathanael lived by authentic faith and devotion to God. He fully received 
Jesus as the Son of God and His personal Savior. His truth-seeking heart 
was greater than any earthly prejudice. Nathanael became faithful to the 
end because he was faithful from the start. May we follow his example 
and live with authentic faith. 

                                        LIFE GROUP LESSON
Something Good Can Come from Nazareth

     Week of October 25 – October 31, 2020

Ice Breaker:   Is there a time when a prejudice had blocked you 
from believing or receiving something as true or possible? What was it?    

Read John 1: 45-51 NIV.  
1. How did Philip announce the truth of Jesus to Nathanael? 
2. Why do you think Philip referenced OT Scripture? What does this tell

you about Philip and Nathanael’s interests? 
3. What can we learn in Philip’s approach about what mattered most to 

Nathanael? 
4. How did Nathanael initially respond? (v. 46)
5. What is telling of Nathanael’s attitude towards Nazareth? Have you 

felt like this toward any town or group of people? 
6. What is God teaching us about who He uses for His purposes? What 

is He teaching us about our preconceived notions? 
7. How did Philip answer his friend’s retort? (v. 46) What can we learn 

about how to respond to others who scoff at truth?
8. What were Jesus’ first words to Nathanael as they met? (v.47) 
9. What does Jesus reveal to Nathanael? (v.48)
10. Does this mean Jesus was physically there or was Jesus revealing 

something greater to Nathanael about His divinity? 
11. What does this tell you about how Jesus sees and knows you?
12. What did Nathanael proclaim to Jesus? (v.49) How did studying the 

scriptures help him affirm this belief?
13. Read John 5:39 What was affirmed in Nathanael that Jesus declared 

later to the misguided Pharisees?  
14. Read Isaiah 40: 3-4 and John 1: 20-23. Who was the one calling in the

wilderness the disciples had been following initially? How did this 
strengthen Nathanael’s faith in Jesus?

15. Read Romans 9: 6-8 and 2: 28-29. What do we learn about Jesus’ 
comment to Nathanael as a true Israelite? What does this show us 
about what God is looking for in us?  

16. Read Genesis 28: 10-13 and John 14:6. What great truth did Jesus 
reveal to Nathanael in v. 51? Who is Jesus? 

Point to ponder:  Nathanael was not without sin and needed 
redemption through Jesus. Nathanael’s devotion to God was sincere and 
he was highly praised by Jesus for this. He overcame prejudice by 
learning that God delights in using common people and insignificant 
places for His glory and kingdom purposes. Let us too be pure of heart.  


