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2 John 1-9 NIV
1 The elder, To the lady chosen by God and to her children, whom I love in the 
truth—and not I only, but also all who know the truth— 2 because of the 
truth, which lives in us and will be with us forever: 3 Grace, mercy and peace 
from God the Father and from Jesus Christ, the Father’s Son, will be with us in 
truth and love. 4 It has given me great joy to find some of your children walking in
the truth, just as the Father commanded us. 5 And now, dear lady, I am not writing
you a new command but one we have had from the beginning. I ask that we love 
one another. 6 And this is love: that we walk in obedience to his commands. As 
you have heard from the beginning, his command is that you walk in love. 7 I say 
this because many deceivers, who do not acknowledge Jesus Christ as coming in 
the flesh, have gone out into the world. Any such person is the deceiver and the 
antichrist. 8 Watch out that you do not lose what we have worked for, but that you 
may be rewarded fully. 9 Anyone who runs ahead and does not continue in the 
teaching of Christ does not have God; whoever continues in the teaching has both
the Father and the Son. 

1. Transformed by Godly Love
      Mark 9: 38-41  We saw someone driving out demons in your name and told 
them to stop, because he was not one of us.  
      Luke 9: 46-48  Whoever welcomes this child welcomes me.  
      Luke 9: 49-50 Do not stop him, whoever is not against you is for you.

                       
2. Liabilities Exchanged for Assets 
      1 John 3: 2-3 Beloved, now we are children of God…
      Revelation 1:9  I John, your brother and companion in suffering and 

patient endurance that are ours in Jesus…
      2 John 1:6  his command is that you walk in love.
                                                                      
3. Balanced Truth and Love 
       1 Corinthians 13: 4-5 Love is patient, kind; not boastful, proud or rude. 

It doesn’t demand its own way. 
       1 Corinthians 6 Love rejoices whenever truth wins out.
       Ephesians 4:15 Speaking the truth in love, we will grow to become the 

mature body of Him, that is Christ.

Conclusion: Three years with Jesus moved a Son of Thunder towards 
becoming an Apostle of Love. John who was least likely to be known for 
love in his early days, became known for saying, “My children, love one 
another.” His passion for truth never waivered but was always bathed in 
love. Let us all pursue a divine balance of truth and love for one another. 
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Ice Breaker:   When is it hardest for you to love others?  

Read 2 John 1-9 NIV.  This letter is written later in John’s ministry.
1. How does John refer to himself? (v. 1) Why doesn’t he use his name? 
2. What does John share right away in the letter to this woman? (v.1) 
3. What promises does he speak of for those who believe? (v. 3) 
4. What do we see John very excited about and affirming? (v. 4) 
5. What does the beginning of this letter tell you about the passion John 

continued to hold? 
6. What truth and command does John remind this woman of? (vs. 5-6)
7. Why do you think he brings up the commandment of love?
8. What is John warning her about? (vs. 7-8). 
9. What is he saying is critically important to hold on to and keep pure? 
10. What promise and blessing do we have when we keep to Christ’s 

teaching? (v. 9) What happens when we don’t? 
11. Who do you think this woman was based on how John is instructing 

and encouraging her? What role might she have had? 
12. Do you see balance in John’s letter and message? Of what qualities? 
13. Read Mark 9:38-41. Where was John’s heart in his early days? What 

was he upset about? 
14. Read also Luke 9:49-50. How did Jesus respond? What was Jesus 

teaching John? 
15. The disciples (including John) were arguing over who was greatest. 

Read Luke 9: 46-48. How did Jesus address their banter? What 
example did He use? What lesson was He teaching them? 

16. Based on our key Scripture, what qualities do you see displayed in 
John compared to accounts of his early days? How had he changed? 

17. Read 1 John 3: 2-3, Revelation 1:9. What language do you see John 
using? Why? What did he experience in his time with Christ? 

18. Is pursuing, walking in and sharing the truth in God’s Word 
important?  What if we only walk in truth? Are there dangers? 

19. Is pursuing, walking in and sharing the love of God important? What 
if we only walk in love without truth. Are there dangers? 

20. Why is it important to have a divine balance of truth and love? What 
happens to the Church when we all choose to pursue this balance? 

Point to ponder:  Truth without love does not project the heart of God 
nor follow Christ’s example. Love without truth does not convict our 
hearts to repentance or to seek righteousness. We must have balance.


