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John 6: 5-12 NIV
5 When Jesus looked up and saw a great crowd coming toward him, he 
said to Philip, “Where shall we buy bread for these people to eat?” 6 He 
asked this only to test him, for he already had in mind what he was going 
to do. 7 Philip answered him, “It would take more than half a year’s 
wages to buy enough bread for each one to have a bite!” 8 Another of his 
disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, spoke up, 9 “Here is a boy with 
five small barley loaves and two small fish, but how far will they go 
among so many?” 10 Jesus said, “Have the people sit down.” There was 
plenty of grass in that place, and they sat down (about five thousand men 
were there). 11 Jesus then took the loaves, gave thanks, and distributed to 
those who were seated as much as they wanted. He did the same with the 
fish. 12 When they had all had enough to eat, he said to his 
disciples, “Gather the pieces that are left over. Let nothing be wasted.”

1. Willing Heart to Follow
      John 1: 43-45 We have found The One Moses and the prophets wrote 

about, Jesus of Nazareth.
                             
2. Materialistic Thinking Clouded Faith
       John 6:7 Can’t be done! More than a half of year’s wages…
      John 12: 20-22 Some Greeks wanted to meet Jesus. Philip-Can they?
      Matthew 19:26 With God all things are possible! 
                                                                      
3. A Call to Simply Believe and See
       John 14: 6-7 I am the Way, the Truth and the Life. No one comes to 

the Father except through Me.  
       John 14: 8-9 Lord show us the Father and that will be enough for us. 
       John 14: 10-11 Believe Me. I in the Father and the Father in Me. 

Conclusion: Philip was slow to understand, slow to trust, and slow to 
see beyond the immediate circumstances. Thanks be to Jesus whose grace 
enabled Philip to overcome tendencies that hampered his faith. 
Eventually, he chose to believe in what his heart had known all along. He 
had seen the Living God through His Son, Jesus. He lifted up his eyes to 
see the supernatural at work in and through him. 

May we let go of tendencies that hamper our faith and choose to believe
what our heart knows is true. 
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Ice Breaker:   When has seeing in the natural hindered your ability 
to believe for the supernatural in a situation?   

Read John 6: 5-12 NIV.  
1. What question did he ask Philip? 
2. Why did Jesus seek Philip out? (v.6) What was the test for Philip?
3. How did Philip respond? (v.7) What do we learn about Philip? 
4. Is your personality like Philip? How so? 
5. Did Philip pass or fail the test? Why? 
6. What was Jesus looking for in a response from Philip? 
7. What does Andrew’s response show us? How is it similar and 

different to Philip’s?
8. What did Jesus do with the 2 fish and 5 small loaves? (vs. 10-11)
9. What lesson was Jesus teaching Philip and the other disciples? 
10. Did Jesus simply meet the need or provide more? (v.12)
11. Are facts, stats, details, organizing important in our world? How so? 

When do they become a problem for us in our faith? 
12. Read John 1: 43-45. Who truly found who? What does Philip declare?

What does that tell us about our human nature? 
13. How does Philip respond to Jesus’ invitation? Does that seem 

characteristic to someone cautious, analytical, pragmatic? What does 
this show you about how God had prepared his heart? 

14. Read John 12: 20-22. What was Philip hesitant about? How did he 
handle the request?  What else do we learn about Philip’s personality?

15. Has your need to follow protocol and rules ever hindered your ability 
to listen to and receive what the Spirit is asking you to do? 

16. Read John 14: 6-11. After all this time, witnessing miracles and 
knowing Jesus deeply, what was Philip still looking for?  What do you
think caused him to ask that question in vs. 8-9?  Can you relate? 

17. How did Jesus respond? (vs. 10-11). What does He ask of us? 
18. Where does belief originate-our head or our heart? Which of Philip’s 

was willing? What was hesitant and confused? 
Point to ponder:  Jesus is calling us all to make a choice: to choose to 
believe once and for all. Your heart already knows what is true. Follow the
truth that is found in your heart and don’t let reasoning cloud your faith. 
Believe Jesus is the Way, the Truth and the Life, and follow Him. Let Him 
do the impossible in your life! 


