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Ephesians 2: 13-22 NIV
13 But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far away have been brought 
near by the blood of Christ. 14 For he himself is our peace, who has made the two 
groups one and has destroyed the barrier, the dividing wall of hostility, 15 by 
setting aside in his flesh the law with its commands and regulations. His purpose 
was to create in himself one new humanity out of the two, thus making 
peace, 16 and in one body to reconcile both of them to God through the cross, by 
which he put to death their hostility. 17 He came and preached peace to you who 
were far away and peace to those who were near. 18 For through him we both have
access to the Father by one Spirit. 19 Consequently, you are no longer foreigners 
and strangers, but fellow citizens with God’s people and also members of his 
household, 20 built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, with Christ 
Jesus himself as the chief cornerstone. 21 In him the whole building is joined 
together and rises to become a holy temple in the Lord. 22 And in him you too are 
being built together to become a dwelling in which God lives by his Spirit.

1. The Publican and the Pessimist
      Matthew 9:9 Jesus saw Matthew, a tax collector, “Follow Me.” 
      Luke 5:29 Levi (Matthew) held a banquet inviting tax collectors and the like
      Matthew 9: 10-13 It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but the sick. 
      John 11:16 Let us go that we may die with him.  
      John 20: 24-25, 26-28  Unless I see… I will not believe.  My Lord and God!   
  
2. The Outlaw, the Lesser, and the Tenderheart
       Mark 10: 2-4 …James, Simon the Zealot and Thaddaeus (Judas) 
       Mark 15:40  “James the Less”…
       John 14:22 Judas “Why show yourself to us and not to the world?                 

                                    
3. The Traitor
       Luke 22: 3-6 Then satan entered Judas Iscariot.   
        Mark 14:21 Woe to the man who betrays the Son of Man. 
        Matthew 26: 49-50 “Do what you came to do friend.” 

Conclusion: These chosen men show us God can use anyone for His 
sovereign purposes-even those with evil intentions. Common men 
acknowledging their sinfulness and looking to Christ for His 
transformational grace. The legacy in their greatness is laying the 
foundation for the Church with Christ as the Chief Cornerstone. Thanks 
be to God for their sacrifice, courage and great faith! They have paved 
the way for us to follow. Let us stay true to the path.
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     Week of November 1 – November 7, 2020

Ice Breaker:   Can you think of a time someone saw something 
more in you and helped you towards becoming that something more?       

Read Ephesians 2: 13-22 NIV.  
1. What message is the apostle Paul teaching in this passage? 
2. What was the purpose for Christ’s dying and resurrection? (v.15-16)
3. What did Jesus put to death? (v.16) 
4. Who did Christ preach peace to? (v.17) 
5. What is this telling us about how we are to see and treat one another? 
6. What is the good news for us as Gentiles? (v.19) 
7. What is the foundation of God’s household built on? (v.20) 
8. How should we regard the apostles and prophets’ teaching? 
9. Who is the cornerstone for the foundation of our faith? (v.20)
10. In who is the building (the Church) joined together by? (v.21)
11. What is central then for the health of any church? What happens when

churches lose this focus?
12. Who might be like a “tax collector” in our days? Who would be an 

outcast in our society?  Do we seek them out or avoid them?  
13. Read Matthew 9: 10-13. Who has Jesus come for? Who should we 

make time for? 
14. Read Luke 5:27-30. What great thing did Matthew do?  
15. Why would Jesus call an outlaw like Simon to be His disciple? 
16. Read Luke 22: 3-6. What was the true problem for Judas Iscariot? 

What must we guard at all times? What did he miss out on? How did 
God bring good from his wickedness? 

17. Several apostles have very little recorded about them in Scripture. 
Why don’t we see their full biographies documented? 

18. Read Matthew 19: 27-30. What does this tell you about the worth and 
reward for every apostle? What about every Christian who chooses to 
follow Christ with all their heart? 

19. Is it worth it to sacrifice worldly desires and status to follow Jesus? 
Point to ponder:  These 12 were a rag tag bunch among society in their 
day. They were not the religious elite. They were as common as common 
can be-yet what they all had excluding Judas Iscariot, was a repentant 
heart for their sin and an eagerness to let their Messiah transform them 
into something more. And transform them Jesus certainly did- into mighty
men of God who have changed our world forever! 


