
In   All   Things   Be   Thankful-   
The   Sufficiency   of   God’s   Grace   

Sunday,   November   29,   2020   
  

2   Corinthians   12:   3-10   NIV   
3  And   I   know   that   this   man—whether   in   the   body   or   apart   from   the   body   I   do   not   

know,   but   God   knows—  4  was   caught   up to   paradise and   heard   inexpressible   
things,   things   that   no   one   is   permitted   to   tell.  5  I   will   boast   about   a   man   like   that,   
but   I   will   not   boast   about   myself,   except   about   my   weaknesses.  6  Even   if   I   should   
choose   to   boast, I   would   not   be   a   fool, because   I   would   be   speaking   the   truth.   But   

I   refrain,   so   no   one   will   think   more   of   me   than   is   warranted   by   what   I   do   or   
say,  7  or   because   of   these   surpassingly   great   revelations. Therefore,   in   order   to   

keep   me   from   becoming   conceited,   I   was   given   a   thorn   in   my   flesh, a   messenger   
of   Satan, to   torment   me.  8  Three   times   I   pleaded   with   the   Lord   to   take   it   away   

from   me.  9  But   he   said   to   me,  “My   grace is   sufficient   for   you,   for   my   power is  
made   perfect   in   weakness.”  Therefore,   I   will   boast   all   the   more   gladly   about   my   

weaknesses,   so   that   Christ’s   power   may   rest   on   me.  10  That   is   why,   for   Christ’s   
sake,   I   delight in   weaknesses,   in   insults,   in   hardships, in   persecutions, in   

difficulties.   For   when   I   am   weak,   then   I   am   strong.   

1. Grace-   Through   Revelation   
        Daniel   2:   22   He   reveals   deep   and   hidden   things     
      Jeremiah   33:3   Call   to   Me   and   I   will   tell   you   great   things.     
      Ephesians   1:   7-9   He   made   known   to   us   the   mystery   of   His   will.     

     
2. Grace-   Thorns   in   Our   Flesh   
         2   Corinthians   12:7   In   order   to   keep   me   from   being   conceited,   I   was   
given   a   thorn   in   my   flesh,   a   messenger   of   Satan.     
       James   4:6.   God   opposes   the   proud   but   shows   favor   to   the   humble.       
       Matthew   7:11   How   much   more   will   your   Father   in   heaven   give   good   
gifts   to   those   who   ask   Him!     

      
3. Grace-   Activating   the   Power   of   Christ   in   Us   
        Luke   10:   18-20   I   have   given   you   authority   to   overcome   the   power   of   
the   enemy.   
       Ephesians   3:   20-21   To   Him   who   is   able   to   do   more   than   we   ask,   
according   to   His   power   at   work   in   us   to   Him   be   glory.   

Conclusion:   God   is   all   sufficient.     Because   of   His   love   for   us   and   
presence   in   us,    we   have   the   sufficiency   of   His   divine   grace   in   every  
situation.    This   is   both   power   and   freedom   to   those   who   walk   by   faith   in   
God   and   His   Son   Jesus   Christ.   Receive   His   grace   daily   as   His   gift   for   you   
and   let   us   give   thanks.     

                                        LI FE   GROUP   LESSON   
The   Sufficiency   of   God’s   Grace   

      Week   of   November   29   –   December   5,   2020   
  

Ice   Breaker:       What   have   you   learned   about   God’s   grace   in   your   life?     
  

Read   2   Corinthians   12:   3-10   NIV.     
1. What   experience   did   Paul   have   with   God?   (vs.   3-4)   
2. Why   does   Paul   state   he   will   boast   of   “a   man   like   that”?   (v.   5)     
3. Why   doesn’t   Paul   boast   of   the   greatness   he   has   seen?   (v.   6)   
4. What   is   Paul   willing   to   boast   of   in   himself?   (v.   5)  
5. What   does   Paul   say   he   was   given   by   God?   (v.   7)   
6. What   might   “a   thorn   in   his   flesh”   be?   What   might   that   be   for   you?     
7. How   did   Paul   respond   to   this   “gift”?   (v.8)     
8. What   was   God’s   response   to   Paul’s   plea?   (v.   9)     
9. What   revelation   did   Paul   have   regarding   why   God   gave   him   the   thorn   

in   his   flesh   and   messenger   of   Satan?   (vs.   9-10)   
10. How   do   you   feel   about   troubles/difficulties   God   sends   your   way?     
11. Do   you   believe   God’s   grace   is   truly   sufficient?   When   might   this   be   

difficult   for   you   to   accept?     
12. Can   you   say   you   delight   in   weakness,   insults,   hardship   and   

persecution   like   Paul   does?   What   enables   you   to   have   this   
perspective?   What   keeps   you   from   having   this   perspective?     

13. Read   Daniel   2:22   and   Jeremiah   33:3.   What   is   made   known   to   us   as   we   
seek   God?   How   does   this   relate   to   Paul’s   statement?   How   have   you   
experienced   this   in   your   life?     

14. Read   James   4:6.   How   might   God   work   in   our   lives   to   remove   our   
pride?    How   does   pride   affect   us   as   Christians?     

15. Read   Matthew   7:11.   Have   you   ever   looked   at   a   “thorn   in   your   flesh”   
as   a    good   gift    from   your   Father?   Could   it   be?   How   so?     

16. Read   Luke   10:   18-20   and   Ephesians   3:   20-21.   Whose   power   are   we   to   
draw   from   and   walk   in?   Is   there   a   limit   to   this   power?     

17. If   we   have   been   given   authority   and   have   the   power   of   Christ   in   us,   is  
there   any   situation   we   will   not   be   sufficiently   equipped   to   handle?     

18. What   is   the   key   for   us   to   endure   and   overcome   every   situation?     
19. How   can   we   choose   to   express   our   gratitude   for   divine   grace   in   our   

lives?     
Point   to   ponder:     There   is   nothing   we   experience   in   this   life   that   our   
loving   Father   hasn’t   given   us   the   grace   to   endure   and   overcome.   He   is   
with   us   as   comfort,   strength,   wisdom   and   peace.   Let   us   boast   of   our   
weakness   and   call   on   the   name   of   the   Lord   who   is   infinite   in   power   and   
wisdom.   To   Him   be   the   glory   as   His   grace   rests   on   us!     


