
Christmas Hope
The Thrill of Hope! 

Sunday, December 6, 2020

Isaiah 7:14 NIV
14 Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign: The virgin will

conceive and give birth to a son, and will call him Immanuel. 

Luke 1: 46-50 NIV

46 And Mary said: “My soul glorifies the Lord 47 and my spirit rejoices in
God my Savior, 48 for he has been mindful of the humble state of his

servant. From now on all generations will call me blessed,
49 for the Mighty One has done great things for me—holy is his name.

50 His mercy extends to those who fear him, from generation to generation.

1. Hope Dispels Fear
      Luke 1: 30-33 Do not be afraid; you will give birth to a son and He 

will be called Son of the Most High. His kingdom will never end.
     Revelation 22:3-6 The throne of God and the Lamb…will reign forever
                
2. Hope Looks Beyond Today
       1 Peter 1: 3-6 He has given us new birth into a living hope, and 

through faith are shielded by God’s power until the coming salvation.
      2 Corinthians 4: 16-18 We do not lose heart. We fix our eyes on what 

is unseen…that is eternal.
                                                 
3. Hope is Christ in You! 
      Luke 1:35 The Holy Spirit will come upon you. The holy one to be 

born will be called the Son of God. 
      Colossians 1: 26-27 God has chosen to make known the glorious 

mystery which is Christ in you-the hope of glory.

Conclusion: Like Mary, may we choose to focus on the thrill of hope we 
have in Jesus Christ as we journey through life’s mountains and valleys. 
Mary rejoiced as she held hope in her arms, looking upon the very face of 
God. She clung to the hope promised as her world fell apart. She rejoiced 
in hope fulfilled as she saw her Son resurrected from the grave, radiating 
in glory! The thrill of hope brought her through it all just as it will for you.
Believe, and cling to hope in Christ.  
                                     
                                   
                                       LIFE GROUP LESSON

The Thrill of Hope! 
     Week of December 6 – December 12, 2020

Ice Breaker:   What does hope mean to you?            

Read Isaiah 7:14 and Luke 1: 46-50 NIV.  
1. Why is one of the names of Jesus, Immanuel? What does that mean?
2. What does that name show you about the purpose of God? 
3. How can calling on Immanuel renew your hope in troubling times?
4. Mary just learned she would carry God’s baby, the Savior to the 

world. How does she respond? How might you respond? 
5. What implications would that mean for her and Joseph? 
6. How is an unwed mother looked at even today in some circles?  
7. What did Mary focus on though? How might this perspective help 

you when you face difficulties or uncertain times? 
8. What do you think that meant to her to be the one chosen to fulfill the 

prophecy of Isaiah 7:14? 
9. How can studying the prophecies of God’s Word strengthen our hope?
10. Read Luke 1: 30-33. What did the angel first say to Mary? Why is this

the first thing said? Did God understand the great thing He was asking
of Mary? Do you read in His Word to not fear or be afraid? Why?  

11. What promise and vision did the angel share with Mary to help her 
hold on to hope in the days ahead? (vs. 32-33)

12. Read Revelation 22: 3-6. What promise do we have to hope in given 
to us in this vision? 

13. What did the angel say to John the author? (v. 6) How can 
remembering this truth help us remain in hope in our hardest times? 

14. Read 1 Peter 1: 3-6. What does it mean to be born into a living hope?  
15. Read 2 Corinthians 4: 16-18. What are we to fix our eyes on? How 

can this build our hope in trying times? How can a focus on the 
temporary diminish our hope? 

16. Colossians 1: 26-27. What is the glorious mystery made known to us?
17. How can we choose to focus on the thrill of hope this Christmas? 
18. How can we share the hope of Christ with others this year? 
Point to ponder:  Hope is the power of Christ in us. Let us hope in 
Jesus. Let us hope in the promises of God to be fulfilled as He says they 
will. Let us walk in hope daily and let it be our anchor in every storm. For 
eternal hope is our gift from God and promises we will join Him face to 
face one day. Now that is truly thrilling to ponder and hold on to!         We
thank YOU Jesus!   


