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2 Samuel 5: 17-25  NIV
17 When the Philistines heard that David had been anointed king over 

Israel, they went up in full force to search for him, but David heard about 
it and went down to the stronghold. 18 Now the Philistines had come and 
spread out in the Valley of Rephaim; 19 so David inquired of the LORD, 
“Shall I go and attack the Philistines? Will you deliver them into my 
hands?” The LORD answered him, “Go, for I will surely deliver the 

Philistines into your hands.”
20 So David went to Baal Perazim, and there he defeated them. He said, 

“As waters break out, the LORD has broken out against my enemies before 
me.” So that place was called Baal Perazim. 21 The Philistines abandoned 
their idols there, and David and his men carried them off. 22 Once more 
the Philistines came up and spread out in the Valley of Rephaim; 23 so 

David inquired of the LORD, and he answered, “Do not go straight up, but 
circle around behind them and attack them in front of the poplar trees.                                                                                                                                                                                 

25 So David did as the LORD commanded him, and he struck down the 
Philistines all the way from Gibeon to Gezer.

1. Pray First (v. 17)
         Psalm 25: 12-15 He will instruct them in the ways they should choose.               

Psalm 63: 1  O God You are My God; early I will seek You.                         

2. Listen (vs. 19 and 23)
Proverbs 2: 1-5 Tune your ear to wisdom, apply your heart to understanding.   
Jeremiah 33:3 Call to me and I will tell you great things you do not know.                                                                                                
Hebrews 4:7 Today when you hear His voice don’t harden your hearts.   

3. Trust and Obey (v. 25) 
Proverbs 3: 5-6 Trust in the Lord with all your heart. In all your ways 
submit to Him.                                           
Psalm 40: 6-8 Here I am, I have come. I desire to do Your will my God.  

Conclusion:  David faced every challenge in prayer. David knew God 
was truly Israel’s leader and Commander of the Lord’s army. It was 
David’s role to seek and trust Him, standing on His Word. May we 
activate extreme faith like David when the enemy comes against us and 
know God will always bring us to a season of breakthrough as we trust in 
Him. 
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Ice Breaker:   What has been your response when you felt a battle rising? 

Is it different now as you grow in your faith?   

Read 2 Samuel 5: 17-25. 
1. What happens right after being crowned king of all Israel? (v.17)
2. Have you had trials or attacks come on the heels of great success? 
3. Why might that be? 
4. Israel was united as a nation, what would that mean for their enemies?
5. How does our unity in America affect our position with other nations? 
6. What was David’s response to this impending threat? (v. 17)
7. How do you typically view strongholds? Can they be positive? 
8. Who did David consult? (v.19) What did he ask? 
9. Why is it important for us to ask God questions rather than just say 

help me?  
10. How did God answer David? (v.19) What was David’s response? 
11. When David’s army defeated the enemy who did he give credit to? 

(v.20)
12. What did the Philistines abandon after their defeat? Why? (v. 21)
13. Did they go away for good? (v. 22) What does this show you about 

how the enemy works in our lives?  
14. How did David respond this time? (v. 23) Did he need to go back to 

the Lord again? He already had His affirmation the first time. 
15. When the enemy taunts and attacks you repeatedly, what is your 

course of action? Do you return to God again and again or assume 
what you did the first time will work for the future?  

16. Did God answer David the same way? (v. 23) Why might He change 
course for the seemingly same battles we face? 

17. Read Psalm 63:1 NKJV. What practice do we see David doing daily? 
How can this habit help us in our days?  

18. Read Proverbs 2: 1-5. What are we to do? Does that take intentional 
effort on our part? What is the benefit to us as we do these things? 

19. Read. Psalm 40: 6-8. What does God truly desire from us? 
Point to ponder:  God is always in the details of our lives and David 
believed God would always thwart the enemy’s schemes to bring him 
down. David stood on the promise that God would give him sustained 
victories as he sought, trusted and followed His lead. Let us always seek 
and follow the God of breakthrough. 


