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1 Samuel 26: 5-11 NIV
5 Then David set out and went to the place where Saul had camped. He saw where 
Saul and Abner son of Ner, the commander of the army, had lain down. Saul was 
lying inside the camp, with the army encamped around him. 6 David then asked 
Ahimelek the Hittite and Abishai son of Zeruiah, Joab’s brother, “Who will go 
down into the camp with me to Saul?” “I’ll go with you,” said Abishai. 7 So David 
and Abishai went to the army by night, and there was Saul, lying asleep inside the 
camp with his spear stuck in the ground near his head. Abner and the soldiers 
were lying around him.
8 Abishai said to David, “Today God has delivered your enemy into your hands. 
Now let me pin him to the ground with one thrust of the spear; I won’t strike him 
twice.”
9 But David said to Abishai, “Don’t destroy him! Who can lay a hand on 
the LORD’s anointed and be guiltless? 10 As surely as the LORD lives,” he said, 
“the LORD himself will strike him, or his time will come and he will die, or he 
will go into battle and perish. 11 But the LORD forbid that I should lay a hand on 
the LORD’s anointed. Now get the spear and water jug that are near his head, and 
let’s go.”

1. Choose Character Over Revenge
         1 Samuel 26:21 You considered my life precious today.               

Ephesians 4: 30-32 Do not grieve the Holy Spirit-get rid of all anger, 
bitterness and slander…be kind, compassionate and forgive one another.                        

2. Long for God’s Anointing Over Power
Psalm 37: 7-9 Be still before the Lord and wait patiently for Him…those 
who hope in the Lord will inherit the land.                                                        
1 Samuel 24: 16-20 May the Lord reward you well for the way you treated 
me today. You will surely be king. 

3. God Will Defend His Anointed
1 Samuel 26: 22-24 As surely as I valued your life today, so may the Lord 
value my life and deliver me from all trouble.                                           
Psalm 20:6 Now this I know: The Lord gives victory to His anointed.

Conclusion:  David’s patience had been tested. He could have easily 
taken revenge on Saul or held bitterness in his heart. Instead, he chose to 
model the character of God. David loved God and trusted in Him to bring 
divine justice and favor to every problem. David did not long to be a man 
in authority; rather a man anointed by God’s authority. May we follow his 
example and honor God’s anointing.  

                LIFE GROUP LESSON
Honoring the Anointing
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Ice Breaker:   When might it be difficult to see and honor the anointing 

of God on someone?  

Read 1 Samuel 26: 5-11.
1. What position did David find Saul in when he scouted the camp? (v.5)
2. What did they find as they entered the camp? (v.7) 
3. What were Saul’s soldiers doing? 
4. How did David’s soldier perceive the situation? (v.8)
5. What did he ask David to let him do to Saul? 
6. What do you think David might have been feeling/thinking when he 

saw Saul lying asleep and unprotected? 
7. How did David respond to Abishai? (v.9) 
8. What did David remind his solider about Saul? (v.9)
9. What if someone does wrong, do we still honor the anointing? Why 

and how? 
10. What did David believe about how Saul would be dealt with? (v.10)
11. What does this show us about David’s character? 
12. What does it show us about what David most treasured? 
13. What did David instruct Abishai to take from the camp? (v.11) Why? 
14. Read 1 Samuel 26:21. David could have been justified (in human 

standards) to take Saul’s life. But he didn’t. Why?  
15. Read Ephesians 4: 30-32.  Who are we not to grieve? What must we 

do away with?  Who must we forgive? How are we able to do this? 
16. Have you tried to force promotion or change? Read Psalm 37: 7-9. 

What are we told to do, and what reward are we then promised? 
17. Read 1 Samuel 26: 22-24. What did David believe and let guide his 

actions? What does this show us about how we should respond to 
those who come against us? 

18. Read Psalm 20:6. What can we be confident of? What does this 
confidence allow us to do as Christians?  

Point to ponder:  There will be people and leaders we disagree with 
and those who come against us. If God has called them to serve in a 
position, we must honor the call that has been placed upon them, even in 
our disagreements. We must choose to emulate the character of Christ 
over seeking revenge for wrongdoing. We must also believe if we are 
being wrongly attacked, God will defend those He has anointed for 
service. Let us long for God’s anointing over power. Let us long for God.


