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2 Samuel 15: 13-17, 23-26 NIV
13 A messenger came and told David, “The hearts of the people of Israel are with 
Absalom.” 14 Then David said to all his officials who were with him in Jerusalem, 
“Come! We must flee, or none of us will escape from Absalom. We must leave 
immediately, or he will move quickly to overtake us and bring ruin on us and put 
the city to the sword.” 15 The king’s officials answered him, “Your servants are 
ready to do whatever our lord the king chooses.” 16 The king set out, with his 
entire household following him; but he left ten concubines to take care of the 
palace. 17 So the king set out, with all the people following him, and they halted at 
the edge of the city.
23 The whole countryside wept aloud as all the people passed by. The king also 
crossed the Kidron Valley, and all the people moved on toward the wilderness. 
24 Zadok was there, too, and all the Levites who were with him were carrying the 
ark of the covenant of God. They set down the ark of God, and Abiathar offered 
sacrifices until all the people had finished leaving the city. 25 Then the king said to 
Zadok, “Take the ark of God back into the city. If I find favor in the LORD’s eyes, 
he will bring me back and let me see it and his dwelling place again. 26 But if he 
says, ‘I am not pleased with you,’ then I am ready; let him do to me whatever 
seems good to him.”

1. Trust God is a Righteous Judge (v. 25)
        Psalm 89:14 Righteousness and justice are the foundation of Your throne.   

Psalm 34: 15, 17 The eyes of the Lord are on the righteous. He delivers 
them from all their troubles.                                                                  

2. Act with the Integrity of the Lord (v. 24)                                                                  
2 Samuel 16: 11-12 Let him curse for the Lord has told him to. Maybe the 
Lord will look upon my misery and restore me.                                               
Proverbs 28:6 Better is a poor man who walks in his integrity than a rich man 
who is crooked.                                                                                                                                 

3. Yield Your Crown to God (v. 26)
Daniel 2:21 He changes times and seasons; He deposes kings and raises up 
others.                                                                                                      
Psalm 73: 25-26. Earth has nothing I desire besides You.          

Conclusion:  David was willing to let God rule and released all 
expectations to God. He understood wearing the crown was by God’s 
appointing and God’s deposing. David was willing to surrender his crown 
and trust God would do what was right and just for Israel.  Let us follow 
David’s example and release our own expectations, letting God rule.   
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Ice Breaker:   What has been your greatest treasure that you have fully 

surrendered to God to do with as He wills?   

Read 2 Samuel 15: 13-17, 23-26.  
1. What news is brought to the king? What does this mean for him and 

the kingdom? (v. 13)
2. How does King David respond? (v. 14)
3. Why would the warrior king choose this course of action?
4. What do we see in David’s heart with this decision? 
5. Did he have support in his decision? (v. 15)
6. How did the people of Israel respond to the king, his officials and 

family passing by? What message would their exit send? (v.23)
7. What did David have Abiathar do amidst their journey to flee from 

Absalom?  What is important to David even in a crisis?
8. What did David tell Zadok to do with the Ark of the covenant? Why? 
9. What does this show you about who David believes truly rules 

Jerusalem?
10. Who would be the one to determine if David comes back? (v. 25) 
11. What do we see in David’s heart in v. 26? 
12. What treasure was David willing to give up if God deemed it was no 

longer his to have? 
13. How is that David could offer up his crown? What was his hope in? 
14. Read Psalm 89:14 and 34: 15, 17. What did David know about God?
15. If God is righteous and just, can we trust His decision even if it means 

a change or loss for us in the natural world? How? 
16. Read 2 Samuel 16: 11-12.  Relatives of Saul were harsh to David as 

he passed by. How did David respond and why would he allow that? 
17. What if others speak against us? How are we to respond? 
18. Read Proverbs 28:6. Describe walking in integrity. Did David do this?
19. Read Psalm 73: 25-26. What did David treasure above all? 
20.  Why do you think God called David, “a man after my own heart?”
Point to ponder:  David knew and trusted that God loved him whether 
or not he would continue as king. His status did not affect God’s love for 
him. David yielded his crown to God, to let God reaffirm him or pass it on 
to another. This surrender and trust is exactly what qualified him to 
continue as king.   


