
King David- A Man After God’s Own Heart
Honoring the Covenant 

Sunday, February 14th, 2021

1 Samuel 20: 12-17 NIV
12 Then Jonathan said to David, “I swear by the LORD, the God of Israel, that I will 
surely sound out my father by this time the day after tomorrow! If he is favorably 
disposed toward you, will I not send you word and let you know? 13 But if my 
father intends to harm you, may the LORD deal with Jonathan, be it ever so 
severely, if I do not let you know and send you away in peace. May the LORD be 
with you as he has been with my father. 14 But show me unfailing kindness like 
the LORD’s kindness as long as I live, so that I may not be killed, 15 and do not 
ever cut off your kindness from my family—not even when the LORD has cut off 
every one of David’s enemies from the face of the earth.” 16 So Jonathan made a 
covenant with the house of David, saying, “May the LORD call David’s enemies 
to account.” 17 And Jonathan had David reaffirm his oath out of love for him, 
because he loved him as he loved himself.
42 Jonathan said to David, “Go in peace, for we have sworn friendship with each 
other in the name of the LORD, saying, ‘The LORD is witness between you and me, 
and between your descendants and my descendants forever.’” 

1. Action Required
         2 Samuel 9:1 Is there anyone left I can show kindness to for Jonathan’s 

sake?                                                                                                                 
2 Samuel 9: 3-5 There is still a son of Jonathan. King David sent for him.                           
Deuteronomy 7:9 God is faithful keeping His covenant of love to a thousand 
generations of those who love Him.                                           

2. Redemption and Restoration                                                                     
2 Samuel 9: 6-7 I will show you kindness for the sake of your father.                                                                                                        

3. A Seat at the Table 
2 Samuel 9: 9-10 I have given your master’s grandson everything that 
belonged to Saul and his family.

         2 Samuel 9:11 Mephibosheth ate at David’s table like one of the king’s 
sons. 

        Luke 22: 9-10 I now grant you the right to eat and drink at My table in My 
kingdom. 

Conclusion:  The covenants we make should be treated as sacred. Just 
as God treats His covenant with us as sacred. God honors those who 
honor Him. Let us purpose to live God-honoring lives. Let us not live self-
focused; rather let us live others focused and let it be the love of God 
flowing through us that compels us to honor one another and the 
covenants we make. 

                  LIFE GROUP LESSON
Honoring the Covenant

Week of February 14 – February 20th, 2021
 
Ice Breaker:   How do we show honor to another? 

Read 1 Samuel 20: 12-17.  
1. What is Jonathan agreeing to do for David? Why? (vs. 12-13)
2. Who should have been heir to the throne after King Saul? 
3. Why would Jonathan agree to help David? Was their risk to him?
4. What does Jonathan ask for in return from David? (vs. 14-15)
5. What was the covenant made between Jonathan and David?  
6. How long was this covenant to be honored? (v. 42)
7. Who also was witness to this covenant? (v. 42)
8. What bound Jonathan and David together? (v. 17)
9. Who else makes covenants? Do they matter to us? How so? 
10. What do we know about God’s nature? 
11. If God is unchanging, faithful, and true what confidence can we have 

in the covenants He makes with us? 
12. Who is responsible to uphold a covenant or agreement? What is our 

proper response to the covenants we enter with God? 
13. Read Deuteronomy 7:9. What promise do we see and who is the 

promise for? 
14. Read 2 Samuel 9:1. What was David concerned about when he 

remembered his covenant with his close friend? 
15. What if we fail to uphold our end of the covenant with God-can we 

make good on our part of the agreement? How so? 
16. What if we fail to honor another and forget for a while like David did? 

What is the right thing to do? 
17. Read 2 Samuel 9: 9-11. What was Jonathan’s son (grandson to a king) 

missing out on in his life being hidden away in a remote village? How 
did David make things right for this heir?  

18. What additional honor did David bestow on this young man? How is 
this like what God offers us, His adopted children?  

19. Read Luke 22: 9-10. What honor awaits us as children of God? Why 
would Jesus grant us such honor? Will you receive the invitation? 

Point to ponder:  Let us choose to honor our covenant with God first 
and live as He calls us to live.  Let our daily actions affirm the covenant 
we have with God in Christ. Let us be willing vessels pouring out God’s 
love to others as we honor them and build them up-just as Christ honors 
us. 


