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2 Samuel 12: 7-14 NIV
7 Then Nathan said to David, “You are the man! This is what the LORD, the God 

of Israel, says: ‘I anointed you king over Israel, and I delivered you from the hand 
of Saul. 8 I gave your master’s house to you, and your master’s wives into your 
arms. I gave you all Israel and Judah. And if all this had been too little, I would 

have given you even more. 9 Why did you despise the word of the LORD by doing 
what is evil in his eyes? You struck down Uriah the Hittite with the sword and 

took his wife to be your own. You killed him with the sword of the 
Ammonites. 10 Now, therefore, the sword will never depart from your house, 

because you despised me and took the wife of Uriah the Hittite to be your own.’ 
11 “This is what the LORD says: ‘Out of your own household I am going to bring 
calamity on you. Before your very eyes I will take your wives and give them to 

one who is close to you, and he will sleep with your wives in broad 
daylight. 12 You did it in secret, but I will do this thing in broad daylight before all 

Israel.’”
13 Then David said to Nathan, “I have sinned against the LORD.” Nathan replied, 
“The LORD has taken away your sin. You are not going to die. 14 But because by 
doing this you have shown utter contempt for the LORD, the son born to you will 

die.”

1. Forgiveness is a Gift from God
         Psalm 103: 11-12 As far as the east is from the west, He has removed our 

transgressions from us.                                                                                            
1 John 1:9 If we confess our sins, He is faithful and will forgive our sins.  

2. Natural Laws of Sowing and Reaping                                                                      
Galatians 6: 7-8 God cannot be mocked. A man reaps what he sows.              
2 Corinthians 9:6 Whoever sows sparingly will reap sparingly, whoever sows 
generously will reap generously.                                                                                                                                 

3. A Broken and Contrite Heart
Psalm 51: 16-17 A broken and contrite heart God You will not despise.  
Isaiah 57:15 I live with the one who is contrite and lowly in spirit…to 
revive the heart of the contrite. 

         

Conclusion:  While we don’t want to model David’s transgressions, we 
should emulate his heart repentance. This is what God desires and what 
He is moved to respond to. Let us come before God with genuine 
repentance and let His forgiveness restore us from every transgression.  

                 

                                LIFE GROUP LESSON
Modeling Heart Repentance

Week of February 21 – February 27th, 2021
 
Ice Breaker:   Is it hard to ask forgiveness from another? Why or why 

not?  How about from God?  

Read 2 Samuel 12: 1-14.  (Refresh in the parable Nathan tells)
1. How does Nathan address the king’s sin? Was this effective? Do you 

think this was hard for the prophet to say to the king of Israel?
2. Why was David angry at the rich man in the parable? 
3. How does Nathan drive home the message God has for David? (v. 7)
4. Should we listen to godly counsel from another? 
5. What would cause David to take the actions he did when he was 

blessed with so much already? Why do we do what is evil in His 
eyes?

6. Nathan lays David’s transgressions out before him. What is a 
consequence of his actions? (vs. 9-11)

7. How is God going to handle David’s consequences differently than 
how David committed the sin? (vs. 11-12)

8. Does this seem in or out of character for God to respond as He is? 
9. Can God be angry with us? Can He act in His anger? How?  
10. How did David respond to Nathan’s bold statements? (v. 13)
11. Did David make excuses or try to justify his actions? 
12. How did God respond to David’s genuine repentance? (v.13) 
13. Read Psalm 103: 11-12 and 1 John 1:9. What promise do we see as 

we admit our sin and repent of it to God? 
14. What was the final consequence for what David sowed? (v.14)
15. Is this fair? Are there natural laws for sowing and reaping in life? 
16. Read Galatians 6: 7-8. What truth do we see here? 
17. If we are forgiven by God should we still have negative consequences 

to deal with? Should the slate be wiped clean?
18. Read 2 Samuel 12: 15-17. What do we see in David’s demeanor? 
19. Read Psalm 51: 16-17 and Isaiah 57:15. Who does God respond with 

mercy, forgiveness and compassion to? What does this teach us about 
how we are to come before God when we sin?   

20. What do we learn from David through the unfolding of these events?
Point to ponder:  We will all sin. As we are made aware by God and 
possibly through a messenger, let us acknowledge and repent 
immediately. Let us not justify or ignore. God will always respond to a 
contrite and repentant heart. He is faithful to forgive and restore us.  


