
Happy Father’s Day! 
Prodigal Son, Patient Father 

Sunday, June 20, 2021

Luke 15: 11-20 NIV                                                                                
11 Jesus continued: “There was a man who had two sons. 12 The younger one said 

to his father, ‘Father, give me my share of the estate.’ So he divided his 
property between them. 13 “Not long after that, the younger son got together all he 

had, set off for a distant country and there squandered his wealth in wild 
living. 14 After he had spent everything, there was a severe famine in that whole 

country, and he began to be in need. 15 So he went and hired himself out to a 
citizen of that country, who sent him to his fields to feed pigs. 16 He longed to fill 

his stomach with the pods that the pigs were eating, but no one gave him 
anything. 17 “When he came to his senses, he said, ‘How many of my father’s 

hired servants have food to spare, and here I am starving to death! 18 I will set out 
and go back to my father and say to him: Father, I have sinned against heaven 

and against you. 19 I am no longer worthy to be called your son; make me like one 
of your hired servants.’ 20 So he got up and went to his father.

“But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and was filled 
with compassion for him; he ran to his son, threw his arms around him 

and kissed him.

1. Abiding Love, Even in Rebellion
         Romans 5:8 God demonstrates His love for us: while we were still sinners 

Christ died for us.                                                                                            
Jeremiah 31:3 The Lord said, “I have loved you with an everlasting love.”                                                                                                                                                                                

2. A Safe Refuge to Run to                                                                                    
Luke 15:18 I will set out and go back to my father.                                                                                  
Psalm 103:8 The Lord is compassionate, slow to anger, abounding in love.      
Psalm 46:1 God is our refuse and strength.                                                   
Proverbs 18:10 The name of the Lord is a fortified tower.                                                                                                                                                                                                         

3. Words of Truth and Blessing
Luke 15: 22-24 Let’s celebrate! This son was lost and is found!  
Zephaniah 3:17 The Lord will rejoice over you with gladness; He will quiet 
you by His love.                                                                    

Conclusion:  Our Father withholds no good thing from His children. His 
love is not based on our performance; His is an abiding love. He is patient 
and the pursuer of our hearts. He rejoices when we return His love. He 
rejoices when we return to Him. Let us run to the Father and receive His 
loving embrace again and again! 
. 

.                                 LIFE GROUP LESSON
Prodigal Son, Patient Father

Week of June 20 – June 26, 2021
 
Ice Breaker:  How do you view God, the Father? How would you 

describe Him as a Father? As your Father?  
Read Luke 15: 11-20.    
1. What did the younger son ask his father for? (v.12) 
2. What was motivating this request by the son? 
3. How did the son regard his father at that time? Can you think back to 

times growing up that you might have treated your parents the same? 
4. Can you think to times you treated God, your Father, in the same 

manner-demanding all His blessings without regard for the 
relationship you have with Him? 

5. How did the father response to the request? (v. 12) Why? 
6. What was the result of giving his son what he demanded? (vs.13-14)
7. Have your children demanded something they were ready for, only to 

squander it? How did that make you feel watching it play out? Have 
you done this to your parents? How did they respond to you? 

8. Why didn’t the father say no I’m not going to grant your foolish 
request? How does this parallel in our behavior towards God, our 
Father? Does He let us live wildly or foolishly?

9. What happened to the son? What state was he brought to? (vs. 14-15)
10. After the son was humbled, what did he desire and see as valuable? 

(17-19). 
11. How does this relate to how God works in our lives? Will He let us 

eat with the pigs? If He’s abounding in love, why would He do this? 
12. V. 20. What do we learn about the father’s heart as he waited for his 

son? What was he doing?  How did he respond as he saw his son? 
13. What does this show us about the Father’s love for us and our 

children who rebel? How will He respond when we return to Him?  
14. Read Psalm 103:8, 46:1 and Proverbs 18:10. What truths do we read 

about God, our Father? Do these change or affirm your view of God? 
15. What does this teach us in how we are to love our children along their 

paths in life? How does God, the Father love us? 
16. How important is it to speak blessing and encouragement over our 

children? How often does God model this in His Word?
Point to ponder: The eyes of the Father are ever upon His children, 
even in times of rebellion. His love pursues them. For those who 
choose to return, He runs to meet them and throws open His arms to 
welcome them home. Let us always run to the Father who loves us! 


