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Genesis 12: 1-7  NIV                                                                                
The LORD had said to Abram, “Go from your country, your people and 
your father’s household to the land I will show you. 2 “I will make you 
into a great nation, and I will bless you; I will make your name great,

    and you will be a blessing.3 I will bless those who bless you,
    and whoever curses you I will curse; and all peoples on earth

    will be blessed through you.”                                                                                                              4 So 
Abram went, as the LORD had told him; and Lot went with him. Abram 
was seventy-five years old when he set out from Harran. 5 He took his 

wife Sarai, his nephew Lot, all the possessions they had accumulated and 
the people they had acquired in Harran, and they set out for the land of 

Canaan, and they arrived there. 6 Abram traveled through the land as far as 
the site of the great tree of Moreh at Shechem. At that time the 

Canaanites were in the land. 7 The LORD appeared to Abram and said, “To 
your offspring I will give this land.” So he built an altar there to 

the LORD, who had appeared to him.

1. Test #1- Trust God Over Self
         Genesis 12: 11-13 Abraham said to his wife, “say you are my sister so that I 

will be treated well and my life spared.”                                                     
Genesis 15: 3-4 A son who is your own flesh and blood will be your heir.                                                                                                         
Genesis 15: 5-6 Look up at the sky and count the stars, so shall your 
offspring be.  Abraham believed.                                                                                                              

2. Test #2- Listen to God Over Others                                                                                        
Genesis 16: 1-2 Sarah said Be with my slave Hagar and we can build a 
family through her.                                                                                  
Genesis 17:1-2  I am God Almighty; walk before me and be blameless.      
Genesis 17: 18-19 Your wife will have a son and My covenant is with him.                                                                                                                                                                               

3. Test #3- Cling to God Over Gifts
Genesis 21: 1-3 Sarah became pregnant and bore a son, named Isaac. 
Genesis 22: 1-3 God tested Abraham. Take your only son, whom you love 
and sacrifice him on the mountain.                                                                    

Conclusion:  Abraham was a follower of God. He learned through testing 
how to be a mighty man of faith who looked to the power of God over his 
own strength, and to live out of the voice and vision of God.  He learned 
to cling to God Himself, above anything else and was richly blessed. 
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Ice Breaker:   How often do you find yourself “helping” God accomplish 

His purposes through your modified plans? 
Read Genesis 12: 1-7.    
1. What command did God give Abram? (v.1) 
2. What promise did God speak over Abram? (vs.2-3)
3. What assumption is made in this promise for Abram?  How will he 

become a great nation? 
4. Did Abram obey God? (v.4) What does this tell us about Abram?
5. How old was Abram at this time? (v.4) What does this tell you about 

God’s plans and timelines? Is your age an obstacle to God? 
6. When Abram arrived in Canaan what did God tell him? (v.7) What do 

you think Abram was thinking when he heard this? How did he 
respond? How does Abram regard God? 

7. Read Genesis 12: 10-20. What scheme did Abram come up with as 
they were entering Egypt to escape the famine? Why did he do this? 
What drove his actions? 

8. Do you think at this point Abram understood God is all and in all? 
Who was Abram trusting in? Was there danger in his plan? 

9. When have you acted like Abram when God said, “GO…” and along 
the journey you make up your own plan that assures your safety? How 
did that work out for you? Are you plans truly safer? 

10. Read Genesis 15: 1-6. How does God encourage Abram to be 
obedient to His plan? What does God show Abram? How did Abram 
respond? 

11. Read Genesis 16: 1-2 God’s timing is not like ours. Sarah became 
impatient and doubted. What did Sarah offer? What problem did this 
cause? What did God just speak to Abram? Was he acting in faith or 
based on his circumstances? Have you been there? Did other 
problems come up for you when you did that didn’t need to be?

12. Read Genesis 21: 1-3. What promise was fulfilled? Was this a 
seemingly impossible task? Can you trust the promises of God? 

13. Read Genesis 22: 1-3. What was God doing? Why would He do this? 
What was He looking for in Abraham? Did Abraham pass the test? 

Point to ponder: Where is your trust, in self or God? Your actions 
will tell you. Who or what do you cling to? Your actions will reveal 
that too. Let us trust, listen and cling to God above all else-for there 
is our greatest treasure, security, and favor.  


