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Luke 22: 31-34   NIV                                                                                
31 “Simon, Simon, Satan has asked to sift all of you as wheat. 32 But I have 
prayed for you, Simon, that your faith may not fail. And when you have 

turned back, strengthen your brothers.” 33 But he replied, “Lord, I am 
ready to go with you to prison and to death.” 34 Jesus answered, “I tell you, 
Peter, before the rooster crows today, you will deny three times that you 

know me.”

Matthew 26: 31-35 NIV                                                                                             
31 Then Jesus told them, “This very night you will all fall away on account 

of me, for it is written: “‘I will strike the shepherd,
    and the sheep of the flock will be scattered.’ 32 But after I have risen, I 
will go ahead of you into Galilee.” 33 Peter replied, “Even if all fall away 

on account of you, I never will.” 34 “Truly I tell you,” Jesus 
answered, “this very night, before the rooster crows, you will disown me 

three times.” 35 But Peter declared,                                                                     
“Even if I have to die with you, I will never disown you.”                                                                                                        

1. “I Will Never…”
       Matthew 26:33 “Even if all fall away on account of you, I never will.”                                                                                                                                                                                       

2. The Breaking of “I”                                                                                       
John 18: 10-11 Simon had a sword and struck the high priest’s servant.                                                                                   
Luke 22: 60-62 “I don’t know him!” Just then the rooster crowed. The Lord 
looked straight at Peter.                                                                                               
John 21:3 “I am going out to fish.”                                                                                                                                                                                                               

3. Healed, Recommissioned, Anointed
John 21:15 “Do you love Me?” “Feed My lambs.” 
Acts 2: 1-4  Everyone present was filled with the Holy Spirit                 
Acts 2: 17-18 I will pour out My Spirit upon all people.                                                
Acts 2: 36-37 Peter’s words pierced their hearts. “What should we do?”

Conclusion:  In God’s kingdom, self-reliance is not power or strength. It 
is a hindrance to His divine purpose being fulfilled.  God will allow you to 
be broken so He can prepare you as a vessel for His power to flow 
through. “Not by strength or power but by My Spirit,” says the Lord. Let 
us surrender in our brokenness so we might find healing in Christ. 

                                 LIFE GROUP LESSON
Coming to the End of Self

Week of July 18 – July 24, 2021
 
Ice Breaker:   Is God’s breaking of us cruel or loving? Why? What is He 

breaking?  

Read Luke 22: 31-34 and Matthew 26: 31-35.    
1. What do we learn about Satan’s intentions in our life? (v.31) 
2. What do we learn about our ability to fight off Satan? How are we 

able to overcome his destruction? (v.32)
3. How did Peter respond to Jesus’ warning? (v.34) What attitude does 

Peter have? 
4. In Matthew 26: 31 what shocking truth does Jesus reveal? 
5. What other truth is revealed the disciples miss in the moment?
6. What is Peter’s response? (v.33)
7. Can you think of times in your life you swore, “I will never…” only 

to find yourself doing the very thing you said you wouldn’t? What 
made you do it? Why couldn’t you stop yourself? How did you feel?

8. Whose power are we trusting in when we say, “I will never…”? 
9. What does Jesus affirm for Peter? (vs. 34 both text)
10. Jesus made it known to Peter, you will fall; you will deny me and you 

will be broken. What does this show us about trusting in ourselves? 
Where will it lead us? 

11. Read John 18: 10-11. Jesus was being arrested. How did Peter react? 
How did Jesus respond to his actions? Was Peter in the wrong, 
defending the very God he served? 

12. Read Luke 22: 56-62. What was fulfilled? How did this affect Peter?
13. What is the encouragement Jesus gave to Peter with this blowing 

news of his great fall? (Luke 22:32) What encouragement is this for 
us and what are we to do when we find ourselves completely broken? 
Do we quit and give way to the enemy? Or do we find healing and 
redemption in Christ? How do we get back to Him?

14. Read John 21: 15-17. What did Jesus do for Peter? What does He 
affirm at the end of v. 19 for Peter and all of us? 

15. Read Acts 1:4 and 2:4, 14. What is different here? How is Peter 
different? Whose power is Peter acting in? Who has the glory? 

Point to ponder: God will break us until we finally reach the end 
of ourselves and quit trying to do everything in our power. How 
long that takes is completely up to us. Let us willingly surrender to 
God and trust in His sovereign power and perfect will for our lives. 


