
Taste and See! 
Trial by Fire

Sunday, January 16, 2022

1 Peter 1: 3-9 NLT

3 Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great 
mercy he has given us new birth into a living hope through the 

resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 4 and into an inheritance that 
can never perish, spoil or fade. This inheritance is kept in heaven for 

you, 5 who through faith are shielded by God’s power until the coming of 
the salvation that is ready to be revealed in the last time. 6 In all this you 
greatly rejoice, though now for a little while you may have had to suffer 

grief in all kinds of trials. 7 These have come so that the proven 
genuineness of your faith—of greater worth than gold, which perishes 

even though refined by fire—may result in praise, glory and honor when 
Jesus Christ is revealed. 8 Though you have not seen him, you love him; 

and even though you do not see him now, you believe in him and are 
filled with an inexpressible and glorious joy, 9 for you are receiving the 

end result of your faith, the salvation of your souls.

1. Refined                                              
1 Peter 4:12 Don’t be surprised at the fiery ordeal that has come to test you.                                                                                                                 
Isaiah 48:10 I have tested you in the furnace of affliction.                       
Isaiah 43:2 When you walk through the fire you will not be burned.                                                                                                                                                       

2. Purified                             
Proverbs 17:3 Fire tests purity of gold and silver. The Lord tests the heart.                                                      
Proverbs 25:4 Remove dross from silver and a silversmith can produce a 
vessel.                                                                                                          
Ezekiel 36: 26-27 I will remove your heart of stone and give you a heart of 
flesh.    

                                                                                                             
3. Celebrated!                                                                                            

James 1: 2-4 When troubles come, consider it joy to produce endurance.                                                                                            
Psalm 66: 10-12 You God tested us. You brought us to a place of abundance. 
James 1:12  Blessed is the one who perseveres under trial; that person will 
receive the crown of life. 

Conclusion:  God will never tempt us, but He will frequently test us to prove 
our faith genuine. We must walk through the refining fires and wade into the 
purifying waters in order to taste the goodness of God! We need not be afraid 
when pressure is applied, when we know the One who is applying the pressure is 
working all things for our eternal good. 

                           LIFE GROUP LESSON
Trial by Fire

Week of January 16 – January 22, 2022
 
Ice Breaker:   How have you viewed trials in your life? God beating on 

you? Times of growth and maturing?  Has this changed? 

Read 1 Peter 1: 3-9. 
1. What do we praise God for? (v.3)
2. What does this living hope mean for you? 
3. What else is promised for us? (v.4) Where is this kept? 
4. How are we protected until we receive that promise? (v.5)
5. Is life promised to be easy for believers? (v.6)
6. Why would God allow us to suffer and endure many trials? (v.7)
7. How is your faith proven? Is it when you are tested? 
8. What causes you to know and stand in your beliefs? 
9. What blessings do we have even as we endure trials? (v.8)
10. How can we have inexpressible joy in our hardship? 
11. Is that inexpressible joy a taste of our salvation and inheritance? 
12. Read 1 Peter 4:12. What does Peter teach us? What does this tell you 

about your life as a Christian?  
13. Read Isaiah 48:10. How does God choose to test us? Why? 
14. Read Isaiah 43:2. What is God’s promise as we face affliction? 
15. Have you looked at affliction as times of refining? 
16. Read Proverbs 17:3. What does the Lord test? Why? Proverbs 4:23. 
17. Read Proverbs 25:4. How does this apply to our life and what God 

does in and through us?  
18. Read James 1: 2-4. Why would we consider it joy to endure trials? 

What is the source of joy? 
19. Read James 1:12. Who are the ones who are blessed? What do they 

receive? 
20. Can trials and testing be a way for you to taste of the Lord and see His 

goodness in new ways? How can this focus help you? 
21. How can your response to trials and testing be a witness to others? 

Point to ponder:  It is a maturing of our faith to learn to rejoice in this 
life through the trials and testing. For we know as we pass the tests, we 
are proving the genuineness of our faith, and we will indeed receive the 
crown of life. Let us not be afraid of the trials by fire. Let us embrace the 
refining and purifying process knowing the end result will be glorious!  


