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1 Corinthians 13: 1-8 NIV                                                                                                      
If I speak in the tongues of men or of angels, but do not have love, I am only a 
resounding gong or a clanging cymbal. 2 If I have the gift of prophecy and can 

fathom all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have a faith that can move 
mountains, but do not have love, I am nothing. 3 If I give all I possess to the 

poor and give over my body to hardship that I may boast, but do not have love, I 
gain nothing. 4 Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it 

is not proud. 5 It does not dishonor others, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily 
angered, it keeps no record of wrongs. 6 Love does not delight in evil but rejoices 

with the truth. 7 It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always 
perseveres. 8 Love never fails.                                                                                                                    

Vs.  12-13                                                                                                   
12 For now we see only a reflection as in a mirror; then we shall see face to 

face. Now I know in part; then I shall know fully, even as I am fully known. 
13 And now these three remain: faith, hope and love. But the greatest of these is 

love.
1. Love Honors                                              

Romans 12:10 esv Outdo one another in showing honor.                                                                                                                
Philippians 2:3 esv In humility count others more significant…                                                                                                            
Ephesians 5:21 esv Submit to one another in reverence for Christ.                                                         

2. Love Seeks Harmony                                                          
1 Peter 3:8 All of you, be harmonious, loving, humble…                                                                             
Ephesians 4:32 msg Be gentle with one another, forgive quickly…

       Romans 14: 12-13 Live in a way to not cause another believer to 
stumble and fall. 

                                                                                                                       
3. Love Builds                                                                                         

Hebrews 10: 24-25 Spur one another toward love, not giving up 
meeting together, encouraging one another.                                         
Ephesians 4: 15-16 He makes the whole body fit together perfectly.                                                                                                      
Romans 14:19 We pursue things that make for peace and build one 
another up. 

Conclusion:  God designed the Church to be Body of Christ, with Jesus 
as the Head. May every member serve together in harmony surrendering 
to His lead. May our love for one another be pleasing to God and 
attracting for those God is calling to join the Body. 

                          

                                 LIFE GROUP LESSON
Love Defined in the Church 

Week of February 27 – March 5, 2022
 
Ice Breaker:   What happens when love isn’t the central guiding force in 

a church?   

Read 1 Corinthians 13: 1-8, 12-13. 
1. How much do our opinions and knowledge matter if they are not 

delivered in love?  (v.1)  How will they be received? 
2. What is of utmost importance with how we walk in spiritual giftings? 

(v.2) Who do these giftings come from? What is the nature of God? 
3. What truth do we see about our generosity? (v.3) What is our motive?
4. What is love? (v.4-6)
5. What is not Godly love? (vs. 4-6)
6. How is Godly love demonstrated in the church? 
7. How might ungodly traits arise in the church? 
8. How do we prevent these from taking hold in the church? 
9. What is the outcome when we walk in Godly love? (vs. 7-8)
10. Can we disagree and still love one another? How? 
11. Read v. 12. What truth is revealed? How does this apply to how we 

engage as the Body of Christ? 
12. Read v.13.  What are we to focus on now? What is the greatest? Why? 
13. Read Romans 12:10. How might that look to outdo one another in 

showing honor? Are we in competition with one another? 
14. Read Philippians 2:3. How do we regard others? 
15. Read Ephesians 5:21. Why do we submit to one another?   
16. Read 1 Peter 3:8. How are we to live? What does living in harmony 

mean? What things matter and what do not, in the church? 
17. Read Ephesians 4:32. Why is it critical to quickly forgive others in the 

church? What happens when we don’t? What happens when we do?
18. Who is watching how the Church interacts? What will we show them?
19. Read Ephesians 4: 15-16. Who do we grow more like? Who makes us 

fit together perfectly? Is it our doing? Or is it our surrender? 
20. Read Romans 14:19. What do we pursue in the church? 
21. What does the church represent in this world? Who is the church to 

reflect? What is the purpose of the church? 
Point to ponder:  Above all we are to love one another, for the church 
is designed by God to reflect His divine love to this world. Without love 
we are just a noisy gong that blends in with the world. With His love, we 
are a radiant light that God will use mightily to gather His people. 


