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Luke 5: 1-11 NIV                                                                                                      
One day as Jesus was standing by the Lake of Gennesaret, the people were 

crowding around him and listening to the word of God. 2 He saw at the water’s 
edge two boats, left there by the fishermen, who were washing their nets. 3 He got 

into one of the boats, the one belonging to Simon, and asked him to put out a 
little from shore. Then he sat down and taught the people from the boat. 4 When 

he had finished speaking, he said to Simon, “Put out into deep water, and let 
down the nets for a catch.” 5 Simon answered, “Master, we’ve worked hard all 
night and haven’t caught anything. But because you say so, I will let down the 

nets.” 6 When they had done so, they caught such a large number of fish that their 
nets began to break. 7 So they signaled their partners in the other boat to come and 

help them, and they came and filled both boats so full that they began to sink. 
8 When Simon Peter saw this, he fell at Jesus’ knees and said, “Go away from me, 
Lord; I am a sinful man!” 9 For he and all his companions were astonished at the 
catch of fish they had taken, 10 and so were James and John, the sons of Zebedee, 
Simon’s partners. Then Jesus said to Simon, “Don’t be afraid; from now on you 
will fish for people.” 11 So they pulled their boats up on shore, left everything and 

followed him.

1. Obedience Precedes Blessing                                               
Luke 5: 4-5 “Because You say so, I will let down the nets.”                                                                                                               
1 Samuel 15:22 To obey is better than sacrifice, to heed is better…        
Luke 11:28 Blessed are those who hear the Word and obey it.                                                                                                         

2. Obedience Blesses Others                                                                            
Luke 5:3 He got into Simon’s boat, sat down and taught the people.                                                                            
Romans 5:19 Through the obedience of one man, many will be made 
righteous. 

       
3. Obedience Unveils Our Purpose                                                                                       

Luke 5: 10-11 From now on you will fish for people.                                         
Matthew 6:33 Seek first His kingdom and all these things will be 
given to you.                                                                                                       
Matthew 22: 37-39 Love the Lord with all your heart. Love your 
neighbor as yourself. 

Conclusion:  Our heart guides our thoughts which in turn, guide our 
actions. May our hearts be guided by the One who gives us life. May we 
like Simon, follow in obedience no matter how strange the request, 
because He says so, trusting abundant blessings will surely follow.  
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Ice Breaker:   Have you felt God ask you to do something you felt was 

pointless or even ridiculous?  Did you do it anyway? What 
happened if you did?      

Read Luke 5: 1-11.
1. What was happening at the start of this scene? (v.1)
2. What challenge might arise as the crowd grew bigger?
3. What solution did Jesus come up with to address the crowd? (v.2)
4. Who did one of the boats belong to? What did Jesus ask of Simon? 
5. Did Jesus need Simon to push the boat out? Why would he ask him?
6. Simon had been fishing all night with no success. What might be his 

mindset at this time? 
7. How did Simon’s obedience bless Jesus and the crowd? (v.3)              

Is our obedience only for our personal gain? 
8. What did Jesus ask Simon to do after He finished teaching? (v.4)
9. What was Simon’s initial response? (v.5) What did he do? 
10. Do you think Simon thought this laborious act was pointless? 
11. What happened when Simon dropped the net? (v.6)
12. Were others able to experience this miracle with Simon? (v.7)
13. How did Simon react after experiencing this miracle? (v.8)
14. What do you think this experience did to build Simon’s faith in Jesus? 
15. What did Jesus reveal to Simon regarding his purpose? (vs. 10-11)
16. Do you think this purpose resonated more profoundly after having 

caught up so many fish? How? 
17. How has God let you experience His greatness and majesty to further 

cement your faith in Him? Do personal experiences resonate more 
deeply then solely hearing words? How? 

18. What do you think Jesus might have been teaching the crowd that 
day? Can you imagine how this miracle tied in? How might that 
experience affect their faith? 

19. What would have happened or been missed if Simon said no to either 
requests? Who would all miss the blessings that came from his yes? 

20. Do you determine if something is worth your time and effort-therefore 
only doing what you deem important? What might you be missing? 

21. How might our days be richer if we simply say “because You say so.” 
Point to ponder:  Simon had great respect for Jesus, so even though he 
didn’t see the point in His request, he did it anyway. Let us not question 
God’s ways. Let us trust there is purpose to what we don’t understand. 
Blessings always follow our obedience.


