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Luke 2:10  

I bring you good 

news that will 

cause great joy for 

all the people.  
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Rejoice in Jesus-Our Living Hope!  
Luke 2: 11-14 11 Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is 

the Messiah, the Lord. 12 This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in 

cloths and lying in a manger.”  13 Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host 

appeared with the angel, praising God and saying, 14 “Glory to God in the highest 

heaven, and on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests.”  

Can you picture this amazing moment for the shepherds: they were in the 

fields keeping watch over their flocks, when an angel of the Lord appeared to 

them and shared the news the Israelites had waited hundreds of years for! 

The time had come!  After years of silence, God Himself came down from 

heaven in the flesh. Could it really be true? Was Emmanuel really here?  

The shepherds hurried off to the Bethlehem to see if the news was true, and 

indeed they found the baby Jesus lying in a manger just as the angel said.  

The shepherds glorified and praised God, filled with great joy at all the things 

they had heard and seen! The prophecy was true! God’s promises are 

true! 

Isaiah 9: 6-7 For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the govern-

ment will be on his shoulders. And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty 

God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 7 Of the greatness of his government and 

peace  there will be no end.  

The birth of Jesus Christ brought forth an eternal hope for all who 

believe in Him, that will never parish or fade.  Let our hearts be filled 

with joy at the coming of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ!  
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Celebrating- 

December  Birthdays 
Courtney Brandner              December 7 

Faye Hawley                          December 12 

Dan Batz                                December 13 

Tayden Walker                     December 20 

Stacy Holder                         December 22 

Raymond Ebert                    December 26 

 

Please let us know if you want your      

birthdays or anniversaries added to our 

database for 2023!  

2023 Mission Team to Constanza, DR  

Mark 16:15  NIV  15 He said to them, “Go into all the world and 
preach the gospel to all creation.  

If you haven’t heard, we are forming a team to serve in Constanza,     
Dominican Republic in the summer of 2023!  

We haven’t been there since the summer of 2019, so we are quite eager 
to go back and see our friends and assist again in all that God is doing in 
this community. This mission is through Kids Alive which is an interna-
tional ministry. We have a partnership with The Ark site in Constanza.   

Since we started this partnership over 15 years ago, our teams have  
assisted in building several portions of buildings to add on grades they 
offer for education and medical care.  We have helped maintain existing 
buildings by painting and doing light maintenance.  We also encourage 
the staff who serve these children and pray over them.  We go into the      
community and pray over families connected to this ministry and bring 
them supplies.  We join in a local worship service, and we are able to    
witness the incredible love of God at work.  

It’s a fantastic mission opportunity to be part of! If you are looking for 
some adventure, a way to serve and bring the Good News of Jesus to 
the nations or just to get to know your brothers and sisters more, then 
please prayerfully consider being part of this service team.  

The cost will be somewhere around $1800. Nearly $900 of this goes    
directly into the Kids Alive ministry for this site specifically.  It also helps 
cover our expenses while we are there for housing, transportation and 
meals. Youth ages 13 on up are welcome to go.  

We are very willing to do fundraising and that will be part of discussions 
we have with those who are interested in going. We are hoping to have 
the majority of our team decided going into January so we can make 
plans accordingly. If you are interested to learn more, please talk with 
Bob Breneman.   

If you are not feeling led to go, we invite you to be in prayer over this 
ministry and this service team, and we thank you for your prayers.  



Year End Giving  

We thank you so much for all 
who have given to the care of 
our church in countless ways 
throughout this year!  

This is what we are called to 
do-belong to, care for and 
give to our local church.  

2 Corinthians 9:7 Each of 
you should give what you have 
decided in your heart to 
give, not reluctantly or under 
compulsion, for God loves a 
cheerful giver.  

Each of us is called to do our 
part to keep our church vibrant, 
healthy and living out the pur-
pose God ordains for us here at 
Living Gospel Church.  

We all have special gifts and 
talents given to us by our         
Father, to use for His glory. We 
all have time given us to us by 
our Father, to use to love others 
and care for His Church. We 
all have finances that were   
given to us by our Father      
according to His will, and we  
in turn are called to eagerly 
give back our first fruits to the 
work of building His kingdom.  

He has given us a great vision 
for how we can draw the lost 
and hurting to come to know 
His hope and healing; how we 
can walk together in faith, and 
how we can truly love our 
neighbors as Jesus does. It all 
begins and builds within His 
Church.  

As we approach the end of 
2022, we ask you to pray and 
see how God might be asking 
you to give of yourself and 
what He has blessed you with 
to help strengthen His church as 
we close out this year and head 
into the New Year. Seek Him, 
listen and follow.                       
You in turn will walk in incred-
ible joy and peace as you do.                                        
Thank you and God bless      
you all!  

Taste and See the Lord is Good!  

Psalm 34:8 NIV  Taste and see that the Lord is good; 
    blessed is the one who takes refuge in him.  

If you recall at the start of 2022, I shared this would be our focus for the year. 

That we would press in more and in new ways, to taste of the Lord and see He is 

good.  

I believe we have had a tremendous year of growth and experiencing our       

God of Hope more personally. I pray you have purposed to practice this in your 

heart throughout this year.  

I would like to encourage you to reflect as this year comes to a close, on 

how you have tasted God in new ways this year.  

Think about how He has made Himself known to you this year; what new truths 

He has shown you. What ways have you felt His comforting presence and heal-

ing power at work in you? How has He blessed your relationships or provided for 

you? Did you taste and see His goodness upon you?  

Think about in what ways you feel spiritually stronger going into this new year. 

Then may we each spend time in praise and thanksgiving. Speak from your heart 

all the ways you have tasted of God this year and give thanks for His goodness.  

However your year has gone, whether you have had a year of celebrating victory 

after victory on the mountain tops, or you spent a majority of it down in a valley, 

God has been with you through it all. His presence and His love ever abiding. So 

even in our dark and challenging seasons, we can taste of the goodness of God 

in new and powerful ways. For He is always with us and He does not change.   

May your year close in peace and may the joy of the Lord be your strength    

heading into the new year. God bless and watch over you always.  



Encouragement 
With              

Pastor Karrie 
 I would love to meet with 

you and encourage you. 

Please know I am always 

here to pray with you and 

lift you up. You are     

ALWAYS welcome to 

contact me.    

Email:  pastor@             

livinggospelchurchrio.org 

Or via cell phone:        
608 566-3936    

May God Bless You   
and Make His Face 
Shine Upon You.  

Coming Events 
Sunday, December 4th– Community Caroling, Tree Lighting and Soup Supper. 4 pm 
Rio Legion Hall. 6 pm Tree lighting and soup supper to follow inside Legion. 

Sunday, December 18th– Join us for worship and watch the kids share a short  
Christmas play to honor Jesus.  

Monday December 19th-Ladies prayer group 9 am at church. All are welcome!  

Christmas Eve Service– 3 pm. All are welcome! Invite family and friends!  

Christmas Day Worship– we’ll have a normal worship service Christmas morning at 
10 am. Come celebrate the birth of our Savior Christmas morning.  

Small Group Discussions and Study:   

Wednesday’s: 7:00 pm at church; All are welcome! We look at His Word 
more closely, consider context and cultural influences at that time.  

Being able to have a discussion about His Word is so beneficial in many 
ways! Join in the conversations and grow in relationships!  

Create your own small group on a day and time that work for you. Dive into 
His Word with a brother or sister in Christ.                                                                           

Matthew 18:20 (NLT)  “For where two or three gather together as my  
followers, I am there among them.”   
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