
Redemptive Love
Clean and Unclean

Sunday, February 12th, 2023   

Welcome: 

Call to Worship: Romans 11: 33-36 Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God! How 
unsearchable are his judgments and how inscrutable his ways! “For who has known the mind of the Lord, or who 
has been his counselor?” “Or who has given a gift to him that he might be repaid?”
For from him and through him and to him are all things. To him be glory forever. Amen. 

Let us read v. 36 together. 

Praise be to God. His faithfulness and love endure forever. 

Do you ever wonder why there are so many stories and parables in the Bible? 

God gave us His commands, why not just leave it at that? Isn’t that enough for us to understand?  

Have you heard the saying, “a picture is worth a thousand words”? 

It’s true. It’s one thing to tell someone something, it’s a whole different experience and understanding to describe in 
vivid detail this same truth to someone by using pictures or a relatable story they can picture. That’s why we are so 
drawn to stories…interesting ones at least. 

Jesus talked in parables frequently for this reason, so the point He was making would hit the heart of the one 
listening. What we hold in our heart is what drives us to change and act differently. 

If a truth only stays at head knowledge level, it will have little impact on us, but if it hits our heart, this is when 
transformation happens. 

I used to teach on this concept and learned from other experts on change a great analogy of the elephant and the 
rider. It takes the rider being in tune with the elephant to make it go anywhere right? They can’t out muscle an 
elephant and force anything to happen. But if they connect with the elephant and find the motivations for the 
elephant, they can get it to do quite a lot. The rider of the elephant represents our analytical reasoning. The elephant 
represents our emotional response to a situation. We might fully understand why we should go in a certain direction 
and what we need to do to get there, but if we don’t tap into the emotions that will actually move us, we won’t get 
there. Think about changing any habit-you know logically why you should make a change for the better, but if you 
don’t tap into your emotional understanding that change will never likely start or stick. 

On the flip side-we might emotionally respond to a situation, but if we don’t have a good path showing us how to 
get to that end result, we won’t go anywhere either. Emotions by themselves do not bring about successful change 
either-because there is no direction to follow. Reason and emotions must be in harmony and working together 
for us to take hold of a truth and actually bring about lasting change in our lives. 



This is quite similar to how God works in us. We have His commandments to guide us into righteous living and to 
learn of His ways-but if that is all we had, you know full well, you buck His commands all the time and reason why 
you don’t need to follow them right? So God brings engages our elephant, our emotions, to give us the motivation 
to desire to follow His commands that are good. He taps into our heart through stories we can see and relate to and 
let His message sink deep into our heart. This is where transformation happens.

In God’s infinite wisdom, He had people compile all of these encounters with Him and included vivid details of 
their hardship, struggles, worries, moments of faith and victories so we could relate to them and better understand 
God’s ways. We can see His heart through His interactions with people in the Bible and that helps us understand 
His heart for us. We also have His commands laid out as our guide and purpose. 

These are not just stories that are interesting to read; these are real-life encounters with our Living God, who is the 
same God we serve and know today. So, the way He responds to people in the Bible is the same way He responds 
to you and me, this is why we can put our hope and trust in His promises He speaks; because He is faithful. 

Can we agree there is much we don’t know or understand regarding God’s ways? We are far from having Him 
all figured out. But He desires to make Himself and His ways known to us as we seek Him. He desires to transform 
us from glory to glory as we draw close to Him and let His redemptive love work in our hearts. 

Last week we looked at God’s redemptive love through Jesus for the broken and outcast. This week we’re going to 
look at God’s redemptive love that changes our perspective and softens our hearts to see and love others as He 
does. God wants to let His redemptive love flow through us to touch others, for us to be His vessels of this love. 

We’re going to look at an encounter the apostle Peter had with God that completely changed his understanding of 
God’s divine plan and his heart for others outside of his Jewish culture. 

Acts 10: 9-16

9 About noon the following day as they were on their journey and approaching the city, Peter went up on the roof to 
pray. 10 He became hungry and wanted something to eat, and while the meal was being prepared, he fell into a 

trance. 11 He saw heaven opened and something like a large sheet being let down to earth by its four corners. 12 It 
contained all kinds of four-footed animals, as well as reptiles and birds. 13 Then a voice told him, “Get up, Peter. 

Kill and eat.”

14 “Surely not, Lord!” Peter replied. “I have never eaten anything impure or unclean.” 15 The voice spoke to him a 
second time, “Do not call anything impure that God has made clean.”

16 This happened three times, and immediately the sheet was taken back to heaven.

So let’s give some context to what is happening with Peter and God. This is somewhere between 8-10 years after 
Pentecost and the powerful filling of the Holy Spirit as Jesus promised would happen. Remember many different 
nations were present and the Spirit had the apostles speaking in all kinds of languages so all who were present 
could hear and receive the Gospel message. 

Well interestingly and not really a surprise when we look at our tendencies as humans, the Gospel had not spread 
very far into Gentile, or non-Jew populations yet. We know Jesus shared with the Samaritan woman in last week’s 
message and several of her people. But that was Jesus, not the apostles sharing. This is now after Jesus ascended to 



heaven and the primary focus had still been reaching the Jews, but all this was about to change and explode wide 
open. 

It was custom for Jews to pray at noon and to spend time of rooftops-they were treated kind of like patios. Peter 
was following the example of Jesus to go to a quiet place and be devoted to prayer. This is good. He was keeping 
his heart softened and responsive to God. 

Notice he was hungry. A distraction. Ever find yourself with all sorts of distractions when you want to quiet 
yourself and focus on prayer time? Peter was hungry. God used Peter’s hunger to get his attention through a 
powerful vision He shared with him. He put Peter in a trance, because if you know Peter, he was hard headed at 
times, a devout Jew-to be honored for sure, and held to their rules and traditions. So simply speaking something to 
Peter about a greater understanding of God’s plans would not have much impact. Peter was set in his beliefs. 

So God did what God will do, He brought in pictures and bypassed the mind and went straight to the heart. 
He does this with you and me all the time if we’re paying attention. Sometimes our mind will block receiving His 
revelation and truth, so He goes to our heart, using images. Pictures and emotions are the language of the heart. 

What did God show Peter? All kinds of animals being sent down from heaven and presented to Peter. But these 
weren’t just any animals. In Jewish law there were certain animals, sea creatures, and birds they could not eat and 
were seen as unclean. Leviticus 11:2 ‘Of all the animals that live on land, these are the ones you may eat: 3 You may 
eat any animal that has a divided hoof and that chews the cud.

To see all these animals and creatures together and hear God say, Peter kill and eat, was absolutely shocking to 
Peter. It his heart immediately. But there is more to the images God was showing him. They represented more than 
animals themselves; they represented people. The Jewish culture had viewed all others outside of their faith as 
unclean because they were not living the holy Jewish customs set forth by God.

As we shared there were some gentiles who heard and believed in Jesus-but up until this moment, they had to 
completely follow Jewish customs to be seen as one of them. God was about to show Peter something new about 
His message of salvation through Jesus Christ. Salvation is truly for all who receive Him.

1. The Seeking Heart is Answered. 

So enter in Cornelius-a Roman soldier, this particular regiment was highly loyal to Roman government. Who were 
the ones oppressing the Jews? Rome. So when Jewish people would look upon Cornelius or any one like him, there 
would be disdain and he would be seen as a threat. And yet, Cornelius heard about God and was moved in his heart. 
He was faithful in prayer and doing good to others, yet he was not accepted by the Jews, because he did not fully 
follow their customs, so he was an outsider. But God looked to Cornelius’ seeking heart and He answered him. 

Acts 10: 1-4 At Caesarea there was a man named Cornelius, a centurion in what was known as the Italian 
Regiment. 2 He and all his family were devout and God-fearing; he gave generously to those in need and prayed to 
God regularly. 3 One day at about three in the afternoon he had a vision. He distinctly saw an angel of God, who 
came to him and said, “Cornelius!”

4 Cornelius stared at him in fear. “What is it, Lord?” he asked. The angel answered, “Your prayers and gifts to the 
poor have come up as a memorial offering before God.

Now let’s look at that vision given to Peter again. Can you see what God is showing Peter? 



Acts 10: 11-12 11 He saw heaven opened and something like a large sheet being let down to earth by its four 
corners. 12 It contained all kinds of four-footed animals, as well as reptiles and birds. 

In Jesus’ teaching He shared this truth: Matthew 7: 7-8 7 “Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; 
knock and the door will be opened to you. 8 For everyone who asks receives; the one who seeks finds; and to the 
one who knocks, the door will be opened.

The Jews originally thought salvation was just for them because that is who God called first. Jesus had always 
intended that for all who ask, all who seek, He would open the door to eternal life for them. 

Peter and the apostles needed some help grasping this. Do you ever find you do, when you look at certain 
people, their choices, their lifestyles, their origins…do you find it difficult in your heart ever to believe ALL can 
receive salvation and forgiven by God? Do you find it difficult to share the Gospel message with some? Do you 
question if they deserve it? The apostles did too. But that is not our decision to make is it.

2. Change the Heart, to Change the Mind.  

What was Peter’s initial reaction? 

Acts 10:14 14 “Surely not, Lord!” Peter replied. “I have never eaten anything impure or unclean.”

So let’s just pause, is it ever good to say No to God, who is our Lord? No, we are never in a position to say no to 
God when He asks us to do something, yet how often do we respond just like Peter? 

Now using this vision, God brings home the point of His message for Peter. 

Acts 10:15 15 The voice spoke to him a second time, “Do not call anything impure that God has made clean.”

God showed Peter this vision three times to emphasize this truth and point He was making. This got Peter’s 
attention. He didn’t fully understand it but he was listening and more receptive to what God wanted to share with 
him. Then the Spirit told him to answer the door as men were coming to meet with him and told Peter, it’s ok, go 
with them for I have sent them. The Spirit did not say they would be gentiles at his door. But as soon as Peter saw 
the men, he knew they were not Jews and when they shared what they wanted, Peter started connecting the vision 
to a truth God was imparting to his heart. 

Now let’s not miss what Peter does-that would never be done before. 

v. 23 23 Then Peter invited the men into the house to be his guests.

Jews would never have a gentile set foot in their home and certainly not break bread with them. God prepared 
Peter’s heart with the vision he shared and gave him new understanding of loving your neighbor and who that 
neighbor is. His hospitality shown is monumental in a shift about to happen in bringing the Gospel to the nations. 

Now Peter was remembering the teachings of Jesus as he was entertaining his gentile guests. He was remembering 
what the Prophet Isaiah spoke. 

Matthew 5: 43-44 43 “You have heard that it was said, ‘Love your neighbor and hate your enemy.’ 44 But I tell you, 
love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, 45 that you may be children of your Father in heaven.

John 10:16 NASB 16 And I have other sheep that are not of this fold; I must bring them also, and they will listen 
to My voice; and they will become one flock, with one shepherd. 



Isaiah 49:6 he says: “It is too small a thing for you to be my servant to restore the tribes of Jacob
    and bring back those of Israel I have kept. I will also make you a light for the Gentiles, that my salvation may 
reach to the ends of the earth.” 

If we keep reading, we see Peter goes to the home of Cornelius and hears about what the angel said to Cornelius 
and why he sent for Peter. Now the vision had fully settled into Peter’s heart about how God sees all people and 
Jesus’ purpose to have all receive salvation who were seeking. It was not simply for the Jews; it is a gift for all who 
believe. 

3. Love All, as Jesus Does.   

When churched people get so caught up in legalism, self-righteousness and elitism-forgetting the greatest 
commandments to love God and love others, God often uses the non-churched people to remind us of our purpose 
as disciples of Jesus, which is to love everyone with a genuine and compassionate love. To care for their well-
being.

Example of God’s love shown through a Samaritan, hence the phrase “Good Samaritan” we use frequently. 

Luke 10: 30-34 30 Jesus replied and said, “A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and he encountered 
robbers, and they stripped him and beat him, and went away leaving him half dead. 31 And by coincidence a priest 
was going down on that road, and when he saw him, he passed by on the other side. 32 Likewise a Levite also, when 
he came to the place and saw him, passed by on the other side. 33 But a Samaritan who was on a journey came 
upon him; and when he saw him, he felt compassion, 34 and came to him and bandaged up his wounds, pouring 
oil and wine on them; and he put him on his own animal, and brought him to an inn and took care of him. 

Vs. 36-37 36 Which of these three do you think proved to be a neighbor to the man who fell into the 
robbers’ hands?” 37 And he said, “The one who showed compassion to him.” Then Jesus said to him, “Go and 
do the same.”

The non-Jew, was more representative of Jesus in that act, then those who profess their faith daily to God in 
the synagogues.

Peter saw what God was doing and he felt the genuine seeking of Cornelius’ heart for God and His truth.  

Acts 10: 34-35 34 Then Peter began to speak: “I now realize how true it is that God does not show favoritism 35 but 
accepts from every nation the one who fears him and does what is right.   

The truth spoken to the Israelites through Moses was coming around full circle now and making sense, 
Deuteronomy 10:17 17 For the LORD your God is God of gods and Lord of lords, the great God, mighty and 
awesome, who shows no partiality and accepts no bribes.

Acts 10: 47      47 “Surely no one can stand in the way of their being baptized with water. They have received the 
Holy Spirit just as we have.”                                

Conclusion:  Through Jesus there is redemption for all who believe in Him. He offers Living Water to all who 
thirst, and He will send His messengers of redemptive love where there is thirst. May we be willing messengers and 
freely share the Good News to whomever He sends our way. 

Let’s pray: 

Offering: 


